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INTRODUCTION. 


Lr Ho' in publiſhing the following Letter, I 
I have not tranſgreſſed the Laws of Friend- 
ſhip; it being left with me to do in this Matter, 
as I judged proper ; Yet, the World, perhaps, 
may refle& upon me, as having done that which 
may have a Tendency to do a Damage to Religion. 
To prevent Suſpicions of this kind, is the Deſign 
of this Introduction; in which, what I propoſe, is 
to do my Endeavour, to guard againſt any / Uſe 
that may be made of the following Accounts. 
Some may be ready to think, the Euemies of 
Revelation will make an Advantage herefrom; but 
there is no Reaſen for ſuch a Thought. The Geſ 
pel had not its Origin from Eutbuſiaſtick Heat, or 
Satanick Deluſion, No, it is a Syſtem every Way 
worthy of God, and approving itſelf to the Reaſor 
of Man; and JEs8vs, the Author of it, evidently 
proved his Miſſion, to deliver it to the World 122 
the Name of God, and as a Kevelation from him, 
by the Works WHICH HE DID; which were 
great and marvellous, and ſuch as could not be 
the Effect of Art and Contrivance, but at once ap- 
pear to be above the Powers of Nature. For he 
gave Sight to the blind, Speech to the Dumb, 
Hearing to the Deaf; and all by a Yord ſpeaking, 
or the bare Touch of his Hand. He calmed the 
a Seas, 
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Seas, he walked upon the Water, he healed all 
manner of Diſeaſes, he caſt out Devils, he raiſed 
the dead ; and theſe Things he did, not once or 
twice only, but often ; not upon Perſons choſen 
for the Purpoſe, but upon any who happened 
to fall in his May; and this not in a Corner, but 
in the Face of the World ; not in the View of 
Friends only, but of Enemies. — And his Predic- 
#1015 were ſuch, as needed no Art to reconcile 
their Truth, with the Non-appearance of the E. 
vent. As he propheſied of himſelf, ſo it was, he 
lay three Days in the Grave, and was then raiſed 
from the dead. As he ſaid of the Temple at Feru- 
ſalem, ſo it came to paſs, there was not left one 
Stone upon another, that was not thrown down ; 
as he forewarned the Zews, ſo it happened, there 
came on an intire Diſſolution of their civil Polity, 
nor have they exiſted as a Nation or Kingdom from 
that Day to this; as he foretold it would be, fo 
it has been, ſalſe Chriſts and falſe Prophets have a- 
riſen, and have ſhewed Signs and Wonders, to the 
Seduction almoſt of the very Elec. In fine, the E- 
vent has to a Title anſwered the Prophecy, in the 
Riſe of that Man or STN, the Son of Perdition, 
who has oppoſed and exalted himſelf above all that 
is called God, or is worſhipped, ſo that as God, he 
fitteth in the Temple of God, ſhewing himſelf that he 
was God; and his coming has been, as was foretold, 
after the working of Satan, with all Fower and 
Signs, and lying Wonders ; and with all Decery- 
ableneſs of Unrighteouſneſs in them that periſh. 
Theſe, in general, are ſome of the Proofs of the 
divine Miſſion of TesuUs CHRIST and his Apo- 
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theſe, have any of the Pretenders to Inſpiration e- 
ver given to the World? Compare the /trangeſ? 
and moſt unaccountable Inſtances in the following 
Letter, with the Miracles recorded in the Goſpel, 
and they will fink into mere nothing They carry 
with them. when cloſely examined, the plain 
Marks of Enthuſiaſm, or Colluſion or Satanic Poſe 
ſeſſion. There 1s therefore no Reaſon to fear any 
Damage will accrue to the Goſpel Revelation, by 
the Inſtances my Friend has enabled me to give 
the World, of thoſe who have made great Pre- 
tences to an immediate Miſſion from Heaven. They 
are indeed rather a Confirmation of the Goſpel. 
* For can there be Copies without Originals? Or 
Counterfeits without Realities ? Do not falſe Cot- 
ners imitate the nobleſt Metals? Or do Clippers 
work upon any-thing but Gold or Silver?“ Be- 
ſides, it ought to be remembred, the Riſe of falſe 
Prephets, mere Pretenders to — is one of 
the Things particularly foretold in the Goſpel of 
Chriſt : So that their Appearance in the World is 
the Completion of Prophecy, and as it were a Seal 
put to the Bible, by the Hand of Providence, the 
more fully to ratify its ie Authority, 

Others may be in Fear, leſt the following Ac- 
count ſhould be deſigned, as a //y Inſinuation againſt 
the bleed Spirit of Gon, repreſenting his Influ- 
ences upon the Minds of Men, as nothing more 
than Fancy or Imagination. Such a Thought as 
this 1s the furtheſt diſtant from my Heart. I am 
one who profeſs to be a Believer in the Holy Ghoſt, 
as that divine Perſon, to whom it belongs, accor- 
ding to the general Run of the New Simms 
Mritings, toconvince Men of $n and Keghteouſneſs 
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and Judgment; and in a Word, to form them to à 
Meetnefs for the Inheritance of the Saints in Light: 
Nor is there any-thing in the following Publicati- 
on, that can be fairly conſtrued, to carry in it the 
leaſt Oppoſition to theſe Sentiments. T own Y if a- 
ny ſhould think the ort of the Spirit to lie, in 
giving Men Viſions and Trances, and ſuch like 
Extraordinaries, they might find ſuch an Opinion 
expoſed and condemned; but not #hat which makes 
the BLESSED SPIRIT THE AUTHOR OF CON- 
VERSION, ſuppoſing this Work, at the ſame 
Time, to be wrought in Men, in a Way accomo- 
date to their make, as reaſonable Creatures. If I 
know myſelt(and I think I do in this Matter) 
I would not upon any Conſideration, do that which 
might have a Tendency, to take from the divine 
Spirit that Glory which is his Due, as the Sancti. 
feer of God's People. ] 

Others again may think, I have it in View, 70 
oppoſe the good York of God, going on among us, 
If by this good Work be meant, real and ſubſtan- 
tial Chriſtianity, that is to ſay, ſuch a Diſtreſs for 
Sin, as is effectual to engage Sinners to forſake 
it; ſuch an Apprehenſion of Chriſt as the one 
Mediator and Redeemer, as puts Perſons upon re- 
pairing to him, to be ſaved by him in the Goſpet- 
way ; and in fine, ſuch a Change in Men's Hearts 
and Lives, as conſtitutes them New-Creatures, 
Men of Piety and Devotion; Temperance and So- 
briety ; Love, Kindneſs, Meekneſs, Humility, 
Patience, Charity; forbearing one another, as 
God for Chriſt's ſake forgiveth us; I ſay, it by 
the Work of God, this is meant, God forbid that 
I ſhould oppoſe it. Wherever theſe Things are, 
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in their Reality, there is Reaſon for Joy and 
Thankſgiving: Nor will the Agency of the 


divine Spirit herein be diſowned, unleſs by thoſe, 
who have no Faith in his Operations on the Minds 
of Men. But it by the Fort of God any ſhould 
underſtand that Falling down, and ſcreaming out, 
and ſwooning away, in the Time of preaching, or 
juſt after the Preacher is gone from the Houſe of 
Worſhip ; thoſe Viſions or Repreſentations to the 
Bodily Sight, of Chrift and the Devil; Thoſe 
Trances, wherein the Subjects of them have a 
clear and 6iſtin& View of Heaven and Hell; of 
the Proceſs of the laſt Judgment, of the Book of 
Life, with the Names of particular Perſons wrote 
there; thoſe extravagant ts of Laughing, Un- 
chriſtian Cenſortouſneſs, and the like: I ſay, if 
by the Hort of God, any ſhould mean ſuch 
Things as theſe, which are now grown common, 
in one Place and another, in this and the other 
Governments, I readily acknowledge, I have no 
Opinion of them, as Fruits of the Spirit of God; 
and can't but expreſs my Fears, what may be the 
Effect of the Appearance of ſuch Things among 
us; eſpecially, if well ſpoken of and encouraged, 
as, by too many, they certainly are. And I con- 
feſs with all Freedom the great Deſign I had in 
View, in publiſhing theſe Papers, was to ſhew, 
that Appearances in this kind are no Sigus of the 
extraordinary Influences of the Spirit of God ; but 
rather adminiſter Ground of Suſpicion, whether 
the Perſons thus affected, are not under the Pow- 
er of a diſturbed Imagination. | 
Who are the Perſons who ſee Y:fioxs and fall 
into Trances, and make Pretences to the Hirit in 
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an extraordinary Manner? Look back into the 
Hiſtory of former Days, and you will preſently 
find who they are; not the ſober and judicious a- 
mong Chriſtians, thoſe who place Religion in that 
which is the Life and Eſſence of it: No, but the 
weak and ignorant, or thoſe who are naturally of 
a warm Imagination. Viſions and Revelations are 
to be met with chiefly, if not only, among thoſe 
who have been eſteemed Enthuſiaſts, and have 
proved themſelves to be ſo: They were common 
among the Montaniſts, but not among the other 
Chriſtians in that Day; among the French Pro- 
Þhets, and thoſe in that Yay in England, but not 

among the Chriſtians of eſtabliſhed Character in 
the Nation. It is a ſtrong Preſumption therefore 
againſt any, that they have a ſtrange Fire work- 
ing in them, when they are ſeized with Swoon- 
ings, and have bodily Repreſentations of thoſe 
things which are ſpiritually to bediſcerned ; becauſe 
theſe Sights have been common among Enthuſiaſts 
of all Sorts, but ſeldom or never among ſolid Chri- 
ſtians. In the Beginning of the Reformation, 
there were Swarms of thoſe, who pretended to 
theſe extraordinary Matters; but they were al- 
ways eſteemed a Clog to the Reformation, and 
the Diſgrace of it: Nor are Viſions and Trances 
more common any-where, than among the Pa- 
iſts; The Lives of their Saints, as my Friend 
as obſerved, in the enſuing Papers, are filled 

with Relations in this kind, 

Not that I wonder that the common People, 
who are unacquainted with theſe Things, have 
been ſurprized; yea, even aſtoniſhed at the 
Shreekings, and Faintings, and Agemes, they . 
een 
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been Witneſſes to. And if by ſeeing and hearing 
of theſe Things in others, they have themſelves 
been, in like Manner aftetted “, it is no more 
than might be expected. The Frame of Human 
Nature 1s ſuch, that it is ſcarce poſſible it ſhould 
be otherwiſe. And if, in many Perſons, the Yna- 
gination has been heated to a Degree ſufficient to 
give them Sights and Viſions, neither is this any 
more 
There is a kind of Infection in Enthuſiaſm. Obſervable to 
this Purpoſe are the following Words of Mr. Barclay in his Apo- 
logy for the Quakers ; He is vindicating their Silent Meetings, 
and in Juſtification of them, among other Things, ſays, Such is 
is the evident Certainty of that divine Strength, that 
7s communicated by thus . together, and wait- ö 
ing in Silence upon God, that ſometimes, auben one FRY — 4 
hath come in, that hath been unwatchful, and wan- * 80 1 . 
dering in his Mind, this Power being in a good Mea- 75 "A ag 
ſure raiſed in the whole Meeting, will ſuddenly lay E45 27 — 
hold upon his = and wonderfully help to raiſe up — 4 — 
the Good in him, and beget in him a Senſe of the INI? 
fame Power, to the melting and warming of his Heart, 
even as the Warmth wonld take bold upon a Man that is cold, 
coming into à Stove, or as 4 Flame will lay hold upon ſome little 
combuſtible Matter lying near it: Ira, ſometimes when there 
is not a Word in the Meeting, but all are filently waiting, 
if one comes in that is rude and wicked, and in whom the Power of 
Darkneſs prevaileth much, perhaps with an Intention to mock, or 
to do Miſchief, if the whole Meeting be gathered into the Life, 
and it be raiſed in a good Meaſure, it will ſtrike Terror into 
ſuch an one, and he will feel himſelf unable to refit ; but by the 
ſecret Strength and Virtue thereof, the Power of Darkneſs in him 
awill be chained dowon, and if the Day of his Viſitation be not ex- 
fired, it will reach to the Meaſure of Grace in him, and raiſe 
it up to the redeeming his Soul : And this aue often bear Witneſs of; 
---for not a few have come to be convinced after this Manner, of 
awhich, I myſelf am, in Part, a true Witneſs, who not by Strength 
4 Arguments,---came to receive and bear Witneſs of the Truth, 
ut by being ſecretly reached by this Life: For when I came into 
the ſilent Aſſemblies of God's People, I felt a ſecret Power among 


them, 
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more than has happened in Thouſands of Inſtan- 
ces, in all Parts and Ages of the World. Nor in- 
deed has there appeared among us, any-thing, as 
to theſe Extraordinarres, but what may be ſeen 
exemplified, yea, far exceeded 1n the following 
Accounts 
But it will, doubtleſs, be here ſaid, there is a 
t deal of that among us, which muſt be ac- 
nowledged to be true Religion, mixt with that, 
which ſome may think to be the Efe#t of Imagi- , 
nation. This I will not deny: However, this is 
worth the remarking, that in all the ſubſequent 
Inſtances of Enthuſiaſm and Deluſion, there is a 
mighty Shew and Appearance, even of that, which 
is the Height of Religion, Who ever pretended to 
more intimate Converſe with God, than the 
French 


them, 4uhich touched my Heart,---and ſo I became thus knit and 
united to them, And a little onwards,  --- Sometimes the Power © 


rer n pr” —— 
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| God will break forth into à whole Meeting, and there will be 
b ſuch an inward Travail, while each is elle to overcome the 
8 Evil in themſekues, that by the ſtrong W orkings of theſe oppoſite 
: Powers i. e. the Evil and the Good) like the going of two con- 
3 trary Tides, eveny Individual will be ftrongly exerciſed, as in a 


Day of Battel; and thereby Trembling and @ Motion of Body 
will be upon moſt, if not upon all, which, as the Power of 
Truth prevails, will, from Pangs and Groans, end with a ſweet 
Sound of Thankſgiving and Praiſe. And from this the Name of 

rs (i. e.) Tremblers, was, firſt reproachfully caſt upon us; 
q aubich, tho it be none of our chooſing, yet in this reſped we 
A are not aſhamed of it, but have rather Reaſon to rejoice therefore, 
even that we are ſenſible of this Power, that hath oftentimes laid 
hold on our Adverſaries, and made them yield unto ns, and join 
with us, and confeſs to the Truth, before they had any diſtin 
| or diſcurſive Knowledge gow Dodrines, ſo that ſometimes many 
þ at one Meeting, have been thus convinced; and this Power 
| «would ſometimes alſo reach to, and wonderfully work, even in 
| Little Children, to the Admiration and Aſtoniſhment of many. 
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French Prophets * They were often in Raptures 
and Raviſhments, from ſuppoſed divine Communi- 
cations. Who ever pretended to greater Atts of 
Reſignation to the divine Will; of Patience under 
Reproaches and Injuries; of the moſt tender Love, 
not only to one another, but to all Mankind? 
Who ever pretended to greater Zeal againſt Sin, 
and for the Critics of Chriſt's Kingdom? Or to 
more inſatiable Thirſt after continual waiting up- 
on God in the Duties of bis Worſhip * Read what 
Sir Richard Bulkley and Mr. John Lacy, declare 
of themſelves and of their Brethren, and then ſay, 
whether ever any made higher Pretenſions to Re- 
ligion! And indeed, it has always been the Way 
of Enthuſiaſm and Deluſion to appear in the Guiſe 
of Religion; yea, to be ſo religious, as to be fi- 
perſtitions, being flamingly zealous for a being 
righteous over-much. 

Not that 1 deny, (as I hinted before) that there 
may be a Mixture of real Chriſtianity with great 
Enthuſiaſm. I am inclined to think it was thus, 
at leaſt at firſt, with the Montaniſts and the 
French Prophets, And I doubt not, the unuſuat 
Appearance among us, has been a means to rouze 
many, who were before thoughtleſs; and to quic- 


ken many who had fallen into a Slumber. I am 


not againſt allowing, that a good Number of Sin- 


ners have (probably) been converted into Saints; 


and as great a Number of Saints enlivened in their 
Chriſtian Work. Tho' I would not be thought to 
judge thus, from any-thing that has been obſer- 


ved of theſe Perſons, either as to their Temper or 


Behaviour, while their Paſſions have been in a vi- 
elent Commotion ; much leſs, while they have 
b been 
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been ſeeing Viſions and falling into Trances. It 
is impoſſible, while in ſuch Circumſtances, but 
that ſuch Perſons, to all Appearance, ſhould be 
religious, and this to a high Degree. Thus it has 
been with all Viſionaries. It was ſo in all the 
Inſtances related in theſe Papers. The only ſafe 
Way therefore, of judging in this Caſe, (as it ap- 
pears to me) is to do it from what may be ſeen 
and known of Perſons, when they have got back 
to a calm and quiet State of Mind, And, if, 
when their Paſſions are ſubſided, and their Ima- 
ginations cooled, they now continue to diſcover 
a truly Chriſtian Temper and Conduct, there is 
Reaſon to hope well concerning them. And this 
I would hope is the Caſe of many among us at 
preſent. 

But let not this be made a Plea to juſtify thoſe 
Things, which are evidently the Fruit of mere 
Imagination, or ſomething worſe: For if ſuch 
Things are encouraged, no one can tell what they 
will come to, or where they will end. We ſhould 
take Warning by what we may here learn from 
others. And it ſhould be a Motive to us to do ſo, 
that ſo many Diſorders aregalready too viſible a- 
mong us. Such 1s the praying and exhorting and 
ſinging Pſalms, at the ſame Time, in the ſame 
Houſe of Worſhip ; ſuch 1s the People's continu- 
ing there till Midnight, and often much longer, 
to the breaking in upon Family Order, Family 
Religion, and Cloſet Devotion; ſuch is the Rile 
of ſo many weak, literate Lay-Preachers, in va- 
rious Parts of the Country, who, leaving their 
own Buſineſs, have taken upon them the Work 
proper to others; ſuch is that ſtrange . 

whic 
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which ſome claim to themelves, of going about 
from Pariſh to Pariſh, calling the People off ſrom 


their neceſſary ſecular Buſineſs, as tho they were 


immediately commiſſioned of God, and the Work 
of Religion conld not be carried on without their 
Aſſiſtance; ſuch, in fine, is that Spirit of diſcern- 
ing, which has put ſome Miniſters upon ſuch a 
Method of judging and cenſuring their Brethren, 
as has filled ſeveral Towns with Faction and 
Schiſm, and general Confuſion. It is well known 


to all, who have Eyes to ſee, that theſe and ſuch 


like Irregularities have appeared among us. And 
however light ſome may be diſpoſed to make 
of them, they are a Reproach to Chriſtianity, and 


evidently proceed, if not from a worſe Cauſe, 


from a Heat, that is not vital and natural; and I 
{hall be much miſtaken, if this will not be more 
plain and viſible, if this Heat riſes ſtill higher. 
Upon the whole, as I do myſelf, believe the 
Spirit's Operations in the Buſineſs of Religion, 
whenever it is real and ſaving ; fo I would caution 
all, againſt being prejudiced againſt bis influences 
upon the Hearts of Men, becauſe ſo many Eu 
thuſiaſts have in vain pretended to them; and this 
in an extraordinary Degree and Manner: And 
at the ſame Time, I would adviſe thoſe, who 
have ſeen Viſions and been in T rances and extatick 
Raptures, to beware of thinking the better of 
themſelves upon this Account; rather encouras- 
ing ef of themſelves, leſt their Imagina- 
tions ſhould have been too much raiſed, And I 
cannot but expreſs it as my earneſt Wiſh for them, 
that they would not reſt ſatisfied in a Hope of their 
good 
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good Eftate, upon any Thing ſhort of having e- 
vidently upon them, the eſſential Marks of the 
real Diſciples of Chri/? ; which are common to 
all that are good Chriſtians, and never to be 
found, but in Conjun&on with a ſanctiſied Heart 
and Life. 
And I would intreat all, into whoſe Hands 
theſe Papers may fall, to make the proper uſe of 
them, not by ridiculing the Things of God and 
Religion, not by making a Banter of the Spirit 
and the Things of the Spirit; but by taking ſui- 
table Care, to become poſleſt of true genuine 
Chriſtianity : At the ſame Time keeping upon 
their Guard, that they impoſe not on c wen F: an 
by entertaining an high Opinion of thoſe Things, 
as Operations of the Spirit, which may be No- 
thing more than the /orkings of a deluded Fan- 
cy, or over-heated Imagination. 
I ſhould now have drawn to a Cloſe, but that 
I find myſelf conſtrained to expreſs the Surpriſe 
I have been in, when I have heard ſome Preach- 
ers from the Pulpit, and others from the Preſs, 
condefnn thoſe, who are not in their Way of thin- 
ing upon the religious Appearances among us; 
reprefenting them as the Enemies of God and 
Chriſt, and the blefjed Spirit; and as in Danger 
(at leaſt ſome of them) of ſinning the unpardon- 
able Sin, the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, if not 
already actually guilty of it. I confeſs it has ap- 
peared unaccountable to me, to ſee Things carri- 
ed ſuch a Length as this; and the more ſo, as I 
have certain Knowledge, that many ſolid and ju- 
dicious Perſons, of an eſtabliſhed Reputation for 
exemplary Piety, in many Places, have been 
greatly 
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greatly offended at many of the Things going on 
in the Land, and greatly fear the Conſequences 
of them. And it ſeems to me to ſavour of a 


ſtrange Spirit, to put the preſent State Affairs, 


ſo far upon a Level with the State of Things in 
the Days of Chriſt, as to make thoſe, who are ( if 
you will) Enemies to the preſent Work, and 
violent Oppoſers of it, Sinners to the ſame De- 
gree of Guilt, as were thoſe who oppoſed Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf, who was approved of God by Mira- 
cles, and Wonders, and Signs, which he did in the 
Midſi of the People, as they themſelves alſo knew. 
It is remarkable , the very Reaſon given by the 
Evangeliſt Mark, Chap. iii. v. 30. why our Sa- 
viour pronounced the Scribes and Phariſes guilty 
of the Sin, he there ſtiles the Blaſphemy againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, and ſhould never be forgiven, was, 
becauſe they ſaid, He hath an unclean Spirit; that 
is, to be ſhort and plain, becauſe they ſpake of + 
him as having to do with the Devil, and as ac- 
ting by Power from him, when by the Power of 
the Spirit of God he had before their Eyes, done 
that which they could not but own was miracu- 
lous &. They had, no doubt, ſeen the Effect of 
our H our's Doctrine upon the Hearts and Lives 
of his Followers, which might be as great as the 
Effect upon the Hearts and Lives of People at 
preſent. But beſides this, they had been Eye- 
Mitneſſes to the Miracles which he wrought; in 
Oppoſition to all which Evidence, they ſtood it 
out againſt Chr:/? ; yea, and went ſo far in their 
Oppoſition, as to charge him with being in Con- 
federacy with Beelzebub the Prince of Devils. And 

it 

See Matth. 12. from the 22. 
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it is upon this our Saviour ſpeaks of the S/ 7- 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, and declares it to be a Sin 
that ſhall never be forgiven, which ſo plainly 
points out its Nature, that one cannot eaſily miſ- 
take it. 

And ſhall thoſe, who, by ſome are repreſent- 
ed as Oppoſers of the York going on among us, 
(which Work has been carried on, not only with- 
out any Pretence, as yet, to Miracles, but with 
many Diſorders and Irregularities : I ſay, ſhall 
the Oppoſers of this Work) be repreſented as Sin- 
ners equally guilty with thoſe, who to ward off the 
Argument for the Truth of Chri/t”'s Miſſion, ariſ- 
ing from Miracles, taxed the Son of God Himſelf 
to his very Face, with being an /mpoſtor, and as 
having to do with the Devil? I cannot but think, 
the Perſons who have been fo free in charging 
their Neighbours, who are not of the ſame Mind 
with them about this Work, with the Guilt of this 

reateſt Sin, will, when they are cool, be ſen- 
ble of what they have thus ſpoken, has ariſen 
from a Zeal that boiled over, I would 
therefore take Liberty to adviſe ſuch Perſons to 
conſider, that the bleed Spirit may be diſhonou- 
red, by attributing to him Things unworthy of 
him, as well as by denying him the Glory of thoſe 
Operations, that are truly his. Theſe are the Ex- 
tremes ; and there is certainly Hazard in them 
both. It is conceded, there is Guilt in diſowning 
the Influences of the Spirit; eſpecially, when 
they are obvious and remarkable : But 1s there 
not Guilt likewiſe, under the Pretence of honou- 
ring the Holy Ghoſt, to make him tne Authos 
of thoſe Things, which cannot be ER. to 
im 
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him, without greatly reflecting upon him? 
It is impoſſible the Divine Spirit ſhould be the 
Author of Faction and Contention ; of Bitterneſs, 
Cenſoriouſueſs, Pride, Oſtentation; or any kind 
of Confuſions or Diſorders : Neither does it ſeem 
to me to be for the Honour of the Spirit of God, 
to attribute thoſe Soonings, and Faintings, and 
Viſions, and Trances (which are ſo much talked 
of) to his immediate Agency, It 1s making 
that to be his Work, which the Goſpel knows 
nothing of; and is indeed quite foreign to the De- 
ſign of his being given to Men; which is to 
prepare them in this World, for the Enjoyment of 
Happineſs in that which is to come. 

To conclude, whatever the Thoughts of the 
World may be, I am conſcious to myſelf of an 
honeſt Deſign in this Publication. A good Uſe 
may be made of it, —If any ſhould pervert it, 
the Fault wil! be their own. Any Thing may 
be made to ſerve à ill Uſe, as well as a good one. 
My Defire is. every out may rezp Advantage: 
And if this E, in any good Meaſure be accom» 
pliſhed, I ſhail have my Wiſh, 
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ACCOUNT of the FRENCH PROPHETS, 
with others of the LIKE SPIRIT. 


SIR, 1 


S it was at your Motion, I ſet myſelf, 
(ſome Months ago) to make the deft 
Inquiry I could, into the Affair of In- 
ſpiration, as it appeared among the French 
Prophets, both in France and England; and was 
accompanied with ſtrange Agitations, Extaſies, 
Viſions, and many other Things Way remark- 
able; I ſay, as it was at your Deſire, that I took 
the Pains of making as thorough a Search into 
this Aﬀair as I was able, I Kors preſent you 
with the Fruit of my Labour, not doubting it 
will meet with a kind Reception by you. 

Could I have come at the Sight of all that has 
been wrote upon this Matter, I ſhould have given 
you a more perfect Account; but as it is, it may 
gratify your Curioſity, 

Yon may depend upon it, I have been faithful 
in tke Collections I have made; and to fatisfy By 
more fully of this, I aſſure you, that the Facts 
herein contained, are moſtly tranſcribed verba- 
tim from the Authors referred to, and where (to 
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prevent taking up too much Room) I have given 
only an Abſtract, I have cloſely adhered to the 
g « © - Tr 

For the Sake of Order, J have thrown the Ex- 
tract I have made upon this Subject, under the 
three following Heads. 


I. The firſt, containing the Hiſtory of theſe 
Propbets. ; 

II. The ſecond, the Reaſons why they were 
thought by ſome to be immediately and won- 
derfully inſpired of God. 

III. The laſt, the Reaſons upon which it is be- 
yond Diſpute evident, they were either Im- 
poſtors, or under the Power of Deluſion, or an 
over- heated Imagination. 


I. The firſt that I ſhall give an Account of, is, 
their Hiſtory : Which would be almoſt incredi- 
ble *, it the Things to be related of them had not 
happened in the View of all France; if the mili- 
tary Executions, the Priſons and Puniſhments uſed 
to keep others from being infected by them, had 
not been ſo notorious as to make it known all 
over Europe. * 

The Caſe in ſhort was thus: 

From the Month bf June, 1688. to the End of 
February following, there aroſe in Dauphiny, and 
then in Vrvarais, Five or ſix hundred Proteſtants 
of both Sexes, who gave out themſelves to be Pro- 
phets, and inſpired of the Holy Ghoſt, The Sect 
of the inſpired ſoon became numerous; the "or 

eys 
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leys ſwarmed with them, and the Mountains were 
covered: The Enthuſiaſm ſpread itſelf like a 
Flood, and with ſuch a Torrent, that a Conflagra- 
tien blown with a Wind, doth not ſpread faſter 
from Houſe to Houſe, than this flew from Pariſh 
to Pariſh : There were many Thouſands of them: 
they had ſtrange Fits, and their Fits came upon 
them with Tremblings and Faintings, as in a 
Swoon, which made them ſtretch out their Arms 
and Legs, and ſtagger ſeveral Times before they 
dropt down; they {track themſelves with their 
Hands, they fell on their Backs, they ſhut their 
Eyes, they heaved with their Breaſts, they re- 
mained a while in Trances, and coming out of 
them with Twitchings, they uttered all that came 
into their Mouths; they ſaid, they ſaw the Hea- 
vens open, the Angels, Paradiſe and Hell. 
Thoſe, who were juſt on the Point of receiving 
the Gift or Spirit of Prophecy, dropt down, not 
only in the Aſſemblies, crying out Mercy ! but in 
the Fields, and in their own Houſes, The 
leaſt of their Aſſemblies made up four or five 
Hundred, and ſome of them amounted to even 
three or four Thouſand Perſons. — When an Af- 
ſembly was appointed, the Men, Women, Boys, 
Girls, and even very young Children, came, (and 
before Day-break too) in Crowds from all the Ham- 
lets round, hurrying from their Huts to the Place 
appointed. — When the Prophets had for a while 
been under Agitations of Body, they began to: 
prophecy; the Burden of their Propheſics was, 
Amend your Lives; repent ye; the End of all 
Things draws nich, They made loud Cries for 
Mercy ! the Hills rebounded with the Cry of M al 
cy 
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cy! and with Imprecations againſt the Prieſts, 
againſt the Church, againſt the Pope, and againſt 
the Antichriſtian Dominion; with Prediftions of 
the approaching Fall of Popery.—All they ſaid at 
theſe Times, was heard aud received with Reve- 
rence and Awe.——Perſons of good Underſtand- 
ing knew not what to think of it, to hear little 
Boys and young Girls, (of the Dregs of Mankind 
who could not ſo much as read) quote many Texts 
of the holy Scripture. 

But two Sorts of Perſons terribly oppoſed the 
Propagation of this Spirit of Prophecy, viz. the 
Juſtices who impriſoned theſe Prophets, and the 
Soldiers who had Orders to fall upon their Meet- 
ings. In one Aſſembly upon the Mountains of 
Cheilarel, there were about three Hundred ſlain 
on the Spot; an Hundred were killed on the Hill 
of Baſel; and ſome other like Executions were 
performed elſewhere: And while Col. Folville 
diſperſed thoſe Aſſemblies by military Executi- 
ons, Mr. de Baſville, judged (without ceaſing) 
the Priſoners brought before him from all Parts: 
—— The Intendant, Mr. Bouchu, likewiſe ſent the 
inſpired to prophecy in the Priſons of Grenoble ; 
but they contemned the Proſecutions of the Juſti- 
ces, ſhewing the greateſt Firmneſs, even at the 
Stake or Gibbet: And, notwithſtanding all the 
military Executions and juridical Proceſſes, there 
ſtill remained in the Cevennes ſome Embers of 
this Flame. 

I here intended to have been particular, in gi- 
ving you an Account of the wonderful Things re- 
lated of theſe Prophets, in Mr. Lacy's Cry to the 
Defart, or Ueflimonials of the miraculous 7 Hings 
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lately come to paſs in the Cevennes, verified upon 
Oath, ana by other Proofs; but as this would oblige 
me to be tedious, I ſhall refer you tothe Book 
itſelf; giving you a Taſte, in the mean Time, of 


two or three Things there witneſſed to. 


Fobn Vernett, of Bois-Chaſtel, in the Viverais, 
declared at London f, January 14th, 1706, that 
the firſt Perſons he ſaw under Inſpiration, were 
his own Mother, his Brother, his two Siſters, and 
a Couſin ; that his Mother ſpoke (at the Times gf 
Inſpiration) only French, which ſurprized him 
exceedingly, becauſe ſhe never (before her Inſpi- 
rations) attempted to {peak a Word in that Lan- 
guage; nor has ſince, to his Knowledge, and he 
is certain ſhe could not do it; he ſays the fame 


of his Siſters, and that they all urged their Hear- 


ers to Amendment of Life, and preſt it upon him 
in particular, (who was then a little looſe) to be 
ſober z he declares, among other Things, that he 
with two of his Acquaintance went to ſee a Friend 
of theirs, near Vernoux; that as they were drink- 
ing together at his Houſe, a Girl came to call her 
Mother who was with them, ſaying, Come, Mo- 
ther, and ſee the Child : Soon after the Mother 
coming to the Back-door of the Room where they 
were, called them to come and ſee the Babe that 
ſpoke; bidding them not be frighted, for that 
Miracle had happened before, They all ran im- 
mediately; the Child was thirteen or fourteen 
Months old, and covered then in a Cradle, and 
had never of itſelf ſpoken a Word, nor could it 


go alone. When they were come in where it was, 


the Child ſpoke diſtinctly in French, with a Voice 
| {mall 


. Vid. Cry to the Deſart, Page 13, 14. 
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ſmall like a Child, but loud enough to be well 
heard all over the Room. It exhorted, like others 
in that Condition, to the Work of Repentance : 
The Room where the Child was, had about twen- 
ty Perſons preſent in it, who were (moſt of them) 
round the Cradle, weeping andpraying -—- He fur- 
ther declared, he heard much Talk of a ſucking 
Child at Clieu, in Dauphiny, who uſed to 2 
by Infpiration. | bs 
I had not mentioned this Teſtimony, it looks 
ſo much like a Romance, but that it coincides 
with a great Number of other Facts here related, 
as depoſed upon Oath, by different Perſons, and 
in different Places. I remember indeed but two 
or three Inſtances more of Children ſo young, 
who ſpake under Inſpiration ; but there are nu- 
merous Inſtances of Children of three, and four, 
and five Years old, and ſo on, to fifteen or ſixteen, 
who being ſeized with Apitations and Extaſies, 
delivered Bro Exhortations under Inſpiration. 
Claud Arnaſſau, of Mentel, near Alex, declar- 
ed &, on the 14th January, 1706. (among other 
Things) as followeth. — One Day I was in Com- 
any with forty People, or threabouts, whom I 
ad invited to an Aſſembly, at a certain Place: 
When we came to the Place appointed, we found 
Nobody, and judged there had happened fome 
Reaſon to have the Meeting elſewhere : While 
we were muſing what to do, one of us (whether 
he had the Gift I know not) ſaid, Erethren, let 


uns pray to Cod, and he will direct us: He was no 


ſooner on his Knees, than there appeared in the Air, 
a Light, like a large Star, which advanced, point. 
| ing 
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a League from us: As ſoon as that Light diſ- 
appeared, we heard the ſinging of Pſalms, and fo 
Joined our Brethren : The Congregation was be- 
tween three and four Hundred. After I came in- 
to that Aſſembly, ſeven or eight Perſons fell in- 
to Extaſies; ſometimes three ſpoke together, but 
they were at ſuch a Diſtance one from another, 
that they did not interrupt one another, — He 


concludes his Declaration in the following Words. 
An the Houſe of my Father at Montel, a Shep- 


herd, who look'd to my Father's Sheep, named, 
Peter Bernaut, (fo filly, he was next to an Ideot) 
beſought me ſeveral Times to carry him to an 


Aſſembly; which I was afraid to do, leſt thro”. 


his Weakneſs he ſhould betray thoſe Aﬀairs: Ne- 
vertheleſs, one Time I did venture to lead him to 
an Aſſembly by Night: Peter being there, I ob- 
ſerved him to keep upon his Knees for two Hours 
together at leaſt, then the Gift ſeized him, he 
was ſtruck as it were dead: And, after ſome Time, 
had violent Agitations of Body. He returning 
home, the Spirit came upon him again the fol- 
lowing Day; at which Time his bodily Motions 
were 5 great, that being on his Back, the whole 
Body leapt from the Ground. We were all afraid 
he would hurt himſelf upon the Pavement : He 
continued to batter himſelf in that Manner, that 
his Hair was as wet with Sweat, as if dipt in Wa- 
ter : Two or three Times was he taken with theſe 
violent Contortions without ſpeaking ; At length, 
he ſaid, it was tor his Sins he had been thus tor- 
mented. After that, in other Inſpirations,” he 


ſpoke aloud, quoting appoſitely many Texts.of 


Scripture, 


Ing to the Place where the Aſſembly was met, 
alf 
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, and all to preſs us earneſtly to a good 
Life. As for this Man, I am certain, he could 
not read; he never was at Divine Worſhip but 


that Time, nor was he capable to be inſtructed 


by any Perfon whatſoever, to ſpeak the Things 
he ſaid in his Inſpirations, 

James du Bois, of Montpellier, declared, Ja- 
»xary 4th, 1706. as followeth *, From the Year 
1701. I ſaw Perſons inſpired in divers Parts of 
the Country, in all, at leaſt, two Hundred, + at 
various Times and Places, of every Age and Sex: 
I ſaw, among others, a Boy of fifteen Months of 
Age at Purſac, taken in the Arms of his Mother, 
with great Agitations of Body all over, eſpecially 
of the Breaſt ; he ſpoke with Gulpings of the 
Throat, in good French diſtinctly, with an audi- 
ble Voice, tho' with Interruptions; for which 
Reaſon, it was needful to liſten, in order to hear 
ſome Words. This Infant's Speech was, as if God 
ſpake always uſing this Manner of affirming 

hings: I ſay unto thee my Child, and the like. 
The ſaid Infant was with his Mother clapt up in 
Priſon, as was the ordinary Practice in the like 
Caſe.—1 am very ſure, I have ſeen ſixty other 
Children between three and twelve Years of Age, 
in the fame Condition; the Diſcourſes of all 
which tended conſtantly to preſs with Ardour an 
Amendment of Life, and foretold alſo ſeveral 
Things. Being in the Valley, called the Combe 
du Renard, at a Friend's Houſe, a Boy, who fled 

| to 

* Vid. Page 31, 32. + Mr. Boyer, in his Book, entitled, 
„ The Lawtulneſs, Glory and Advantage of giving Relief to 
the Proteſtants in the Cevennes, reckons the Number of the 


„young Prophets, in the Cævennes, the lower Languedoc, to be 
near eight Thouſand,” Vid, Lacy's Cry, Page 18. 
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to ſhelter himſelf in that Houſe, being at the 
Age of ſix Years, fell into Motions of the Head 
and Breaſt, ſpake aloud, in good Freuch, many 


Arguments to Repentance, with ſome PrediQ1- 


ons; and ſaid, among other Things, that one 
Part of Babylon the Great would be deſtroyed in 
the Year 1708. 

Auother Boy of eight Years old, I heard in his 
Inſpirations at Montpellier, prophecy touching the 
Re-eſtabliſhment of the Reformed Religion in 
France. I have ſeen, at ſeveral Times, the 
Perſons inſpired of both Sexes, in the Times of 
their Trances have their Eyes open, and common- 
Iy lifted up to Heaven, who ſaid, that then the 
ſaw Armies of Angels, ſometimes thoſe An « 4 
engaged againſt Armies of Men, and divers other 
Things, which I cannot diſtinctly remember. It 
happened many a Time, that when the People 
were to return Home from the Aſſemblies, ſome 
one or other, ſpeaking in his Rapture, declared, 
that God would make Balls of Fire fall from Hea- 
ven, to dazzle the Eyes of their Enemies for their 
Security in returning Home; which proved fo. 
indeed ſeveral Times by Night : for I have often 


ſeen them on that Occaſion. | 


I might preſent you with fifty Declarations, all 
taken upon Oath, of the like Tendency with theſe 
I have mentioned: But, as I ſaid, I muſt refer 
you to the Book itſelf. —— Only, before I pro- 
ceed, I cannot forbear tranſcribing ſame Parts of 
a Letter from Vivarais, it is not among Mr. Lacs 
Teſtimonials: I met with it in a Piece, entitled, 
A Relation of ſeveral Hundreds of C ildieu, and o- 


thers, that prophecy and 2 in their Heep, &g. 
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But as it relates to the Subject I am upon, and to 
the ſame People, I ſhall here give it a Place, It 
is as follows; 

It is about a Fortnight ago, that ſome Perſons 
began to preach the Goſpel, with ſo many Signs 
and Wonders, that it would make you tremble. 
—— They are People of all Ages and Sexes, with- 
out Diſtinction; altho' the greateſt Part of them 
are Boys and Girls, from fix or ſeven to twenty 
five Years of Age. They preach almoſt Day 
and Night, without ceaſing. — Theſe Aſſemblies 
are ſo numerous, that Yeſterday there was one of 
fifteen Hundred Perſons; and that held from ſeven 
a Clock in the Morning until fix at Night —Peo- 
ple go thither from all Parts. — If you ſaw how 
they wept, you would be concerned at it. They 
boldly ſay, The Goſpel will be preached every 
where. There are ſome that preach whilſt a- 
ſleep, others being awake. — If there be any no- 
torious Sinners 1n the Aſſembly, thoſe poor Prea- 
chers call them to them, and fall into terrible 
Torments, until ſuch Time as the Sinners come 
to them. When they are come, they cry over 
their Heads, Mercy and Grace; always exhort- 
ing thoſe Sinners ſeriouſly to repent, and the Peo- 
ple to pray to God to pardon them. They make 
public Prayers for Sinners; if thoſe Sinners re- 
pent, and God pardons them, they themſelves fall 
to the Ground as dead, without any Appearance 
of Life ; and when they come to themſelves, they 
feel an Happineſs and Contentment, which they are 
not able to expreſs. It happens likewiſe, that o- 
ther Members, who are not ſo great Sinners, fall 


to the Ground alter the ſame Manner, ys 
alls 
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falls down ſometimes twenty or thirty at once. 
And as faſt as they fall, and eſpecially when it is 
a great Sinner, thoſe poor Preachers make preat 
Expreſſions of Joy; and remain ſometimes in a 
Swoon, as in an Extaſy, ſaying, that they ſee 
the Heavens opened, and our Lord pouring out 
his Bleſſing on them. They ſay, within!“ 
Days, the great Perſecution will be over. In fine, 
Sir, you may be ſure what I ſay is true, and that 
I do not tell you the fiftieth Part of what there is 
of it: For the ableſt Man in the Kingdom would 
never be able to mention every Thing, altho' he 
had been at all their Aſſemblies. They ſpeak very 
great Things of the King; the Concluſion where- 


ot, is, that he ſhall know the Truth and be con. 


verted, All this, ſeems to me, to be confider- 
able and important enough to deſire you to be fo 
charitable as to ſend me your Opinion concerning 
it; after having firſt conſulted with two Doctors 
you have moſt Eſteem for. 

Theſe are ſome of the Things related of theſe 
Prophets in France. 

I go on to obſerve, —Sometime in the Year 
1706, three or four of theſe Prephets came over 
into England, and brought their prophetic Spirit 
along with them; which diſcovered itſelf in the 
fame Way and Manners, by Extaſies, and Agita- 
tions, and Inſpirations under them, as it had done 
in France: And they propagated the like Spirit 
to others, ſo that before the Year was out, there 
were two or three Hundred of theſe Prophers in 
and about London, of both Sexes, of all Ages, 
Men, Women, and Children, and they had deli- 


vered 
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vered under Inſpiration, four or five Hundted 
Prophenc Warnings. 

1 cannot exhibit a more lively Idea of the true 
Genius of theſe Prophets, particularly of their 
Agitations, under the Influence of which they al- 
ways were, when they ſpake by the Inſpiration 
of the Spirit, than by rehearſing to you the Ac- 
count Mr John Lacy, the chief of the Engh 
Prophets, has given of himſelf. — He introduces 
it in thoſe Words. What follows doth particu- 
* larly concern myſelf, which I give with the 
* lame Awfulneſs, and appeal to the Searcher of 
* all Hearts, as if I were called by Authority 
to do it upon Oath.“ Then follows the Ac- 
count thus. Having from November laſt, to the 
beginning of February following, been preſent 
divers Times at the Extaſies of Mr. Marion, Mr. 
Hage, aud Mr. Cavalier; I can ſay, that their 

Agitations did never make any Impreſſion upon 
my Mind or Imagination, ſuch as to promote an 
* Imitation of them, or even an Inclination to it: 
For the Space of at leaſt eighteen Days before 
mine came upon me, I had ſeen none of them; 
and mine were ſo intirely different from any of 
*theirs;z that it is altogether unlikely, that the 
Force of Imagination, (as {ome without due Con- 
ſideration have fancied,) could produce them. 
* — The firſt Symptom of the Emotions on my 
* Body, ſurprized me in the Inſtant of awaking, 
* on the fickt Day of March; which was the ſame 
Morning on which I delivered. to the Printer, 
* the Cry to the Deſart ——Thole Agitations, in a 


various Manner, and hardly to he deſcribed, 
| continued 


* Vid. Preface to his Warning, fuſt Part, Page 1. and on” 
wards. | 
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continued more or leſs upon me unto the 12th 
Day of Zune, before the Word was put into my 
* Mouth,——1 can ſay pofitively, I never once ex- 
© pected or deſired to have them, before I was ac- 
© tually ſeized with them: But as they came not 
* of my Will or Deſire, fo I know they came in 
* conſequence of my frequent Prayers, that God 
would guide me aright in my Opinion and ſudg- 
ment of that awful Subject of Inſpiration among 
the Cevennes, whereof I had been then, and for 
*two Months before, preparing the aboveſaid 
printed Relation or Account. The bodily 
Impreſſions were gradually increaſing upon me, 
until the Effect, or rather Iſſue of them was 
produced, viz. the opening my Mouth to fpeak. 
They began by a preternatural Courſe of 
* Breathing ; then my Head came to be agitated 
© or ſhaken violently, and forcibly, and with a 
very quick Motion horizontally, or from Side 
to Side; then my Stomach had Twitches, not 
much unlike an Hickup; afterwards my Eands 
* and Arms were violently ſhaken ; at length a 
struggle or Labouring in the Wind- pipe, and 
© ſometimes a Sort of Catching or Twitches all 
* over my Body; and for about a Week before 
* my Speaking, I obſerved my Tongue was now 
and then moved involuntarily, as were alſo my 
Lips, my Month and Jaw ſeverally; all which 
© Preparation of the bodily Organs, I found at- 
© tended with a conſtant Elevation of Soul to 
© God ; the Mind being unaccountably caſt into a 
Frame of ſpiritual Joy, holy Contempt of all 
Things in the World, and inceſſant Prayers, 


far more earneſt and intent than what I had ever 
© found 
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© found before. My ſecret Prayers were in- 
« ſeparably attended with the Increaſe of thoſe 
Symptoms, and during all this Time, I ſearch- 
ed the —_—_— carefully for my Direction, 
and heedfully conſidered all the Advices given 
* me by Friends. 

* After ſo much Care and Fear of being delu- 
© ded, I am the better aſſured, and do affirm with- 
out the leaſt Doubt, that my Agitations and 
Words in the Extaſy, are produced by a ſuperior 
* Agent, andare independent of me any further, 
than that I do not, nor dare not oppoſe, but do 
© remain | altogether Paſſive My Mind at 
© thoſe Times, continues clear and ſedate, during 
* which my Fear and Caution make me wait al- 
* ways, until the Tongue be moved by that ſupe- 


| © rior Power; nor doth any Impulſe alone prevail 


* with me therein; ſo that it is no longer I, as 
* the Prime voluntarily Mover and Agent that 
* ſpeak, and oftentimes I know not tbe Senſe, 
© until the Words are ſpoken, and ſo heard by 
me as by other Perſons preſent. Nor did I my- 
elf write thoſe Engliſh Words, which are con- 
© tained in the Warning of the 12th of Zuly, but 
my Fingers were forcibly moved to do it, my 
© Eyes then being cloſe ſhut, and I under Agita- 
© tions. Therefore I utterly deny myſelf to be 
© the Framer, either of the Agitations or of the 
© Voice. I have, moreover, thrice experienced a 
© Tone or Manner in the Voice itſelf, which I am 
© well aſſured, I am noways capable of, in my na- 

< tural State. 
© I have great Reaſon to bleſs God, for having 
had a virtuous Education, and for the 2 — 
* has 
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has ſince vouchſafed me, never to allow myſelf 
© to live in the Practice of any known Sin ; nor 
* deliberately, or preſumptuouſly to commit any 
© one ſach AR, I have therefore the more 
Confidence, that God doth not now deliver me 
© up to ſo horrid a Deluſion, as the voluntary 
« ſpeaking of myſelf in his Perſon would be, and 
< when I believe the wiltul doing thereof would 
© be ſuch an heinous Crime, as would deſervethat 
I ſhould be ſtruck down inſtantly into Hell 
© Tt is a great Comfort to me, and the Means of 
my Aſſurance, that T am no longer in my na- 
© tural Liberty of Thought or Speech at ſuch 
Times; that my Agitations generally hold me 
© a quarterof an Hour before I ſpeak ; which Time 
is generally employed in mental Prayer, and 
Acts of Reſignation, without the leaſt previous 
© Thought, (for the moſt Part) of what at length 
© is ſpoken; altho' ſometimes indeed ſome few 
Words may be repreſented to my Intelle&, per- 
© haps, a Minute before. 

I know afſuredly, that no Trouble of Mind, 
© nor melancholy, nor a Prepoſſeſſion of prophe- 
© tical Schemes, drew me into the State that I am 
under. I enjoy at this Time, (thro' Mercy) a 
perfect Health, without any Pain, Sickneſs, or 
© Weakneſs whatſoever,or any Sort of Diſorder pro- 
© ceeding from the frequent exſtatic Agitations; I 
© ſleep ordinarily ſeven Hours in twenty four; I 
© have a good Appetite and Digeſtion; and I ap- 
* peal to all Perſons, with whom I converſe about 
my neceſſary Affairs, and to ſuch other Compa- 
* ny as daily occurs to me, whether I am other:- 
* wile beſides myſelf than only to God. 
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* As to the Obſervation of the Lord's-Day, it 
© has pleaſed God to vouchſafe me his gracious 
Viſits, more frequently and ſolemnly on thoſe 
* Days than on others: I therefore with Joy and 
© Comfort wait for them; a Voice that comes to me 
frequently in my Cloſet, as well as before Com- 
* pany, (which upon all the Inquiry, Reaſoning, 
Caution, Fear, and Deliberation that I am capa- 
ple of) I do firmly believe to be from God; 
* conſequently, I dare not diſobey, hide, or Rifle, 
under the Dread of thereby charging my Con- 
© ſcience with a Load of Guilt arid Horror unſu 
© portable ; altho' at the fame Time, I am ſenk;- 
© ble, what numerous Reproaches, what Loſs, 
« what Difficulties, what Hazards, what Trouble, 
* what Labour, what Clamours and Contempt, the 
© owning mylelf to be inſpired, has done, doth, 
© and will engage me 1n.---- | would not ſurely 


© have unneceſſarily brought myſelf under any of 


£theſe; nor could I now, (by my own proper 
© Strength) bear up under them: But the inward 
© Toy that I have from the great Comforter, has 
from the beginning ſupported me, and TI truſt it 
ill continue ſo to do, and make me in his due 
Time triumphant over all.? 

This 1s the Account he gives of himſelf in his 
Preface to has Warnings, the firſt Part, Page firſt 
to 6th,—-In another Piece of his, entitled, A Rela» 
tion of the Dealings of God to his unworthy Servant, 
John Lacy, he gives a further Account of him- 
ſelf: It is prefaced thus . I think fit here to 
give an Account more at large, of that ſuperna- 
© tural State which befel me, on the 12th of Zune, 

1 5 1707, 
Vid. Page 8. 
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* 1707. whereof I publiſhed a ſhort Narration; 
* which Narration I hereby again confirm; and 
* add other Things touching myſelf, which God 
* alone being Privy to, the proper Judge of, I de- 
liver with the ſame awful Solemnity, frequent 
* with the Apoſtle, the God and Father of our Lord 
© Feſus Chriſt, which is bleſſed for ever, knoweth 
* that I lye not. He then goes on*; © As to 
* Sufferings; the riſing up of every Party in Re- 
* ligion againſt us; the numerous defamatory 
* Pamphlets; the Diſcountenance of Magiſtrates; 
the general Deſertion of Friends; the Diſſatis- 
* faction of Relations; the Cenſure of the Pious; 
the Hiſhng of the Prophane : Theſe are but ſome 
© of the Difficulties, which have rendered a Re- 
* tirement to God a precious and valuable Re- 
* fuge indeed, without which, I am ſure they 
© would have been inſupportable to me; but with 
* which, I have enjoyed under them, and do, a 
* Canaan of Reſt,'I never at any Time was ac- 
* quainted with before. -- - That an evil Spirit 
* could dire& me to ſeek Repoſe in God, and up- 
* on applying to the Throne of Grace for it, give 
* and continue the ſame to me, I dare not allow 
* mylelf to think: Fortitude was none of my Ta- 
© lent before, therefore I do know the better, that 
it was given to me now,----As to the Agitations; 
that they proceed from a ſupernatural Cauſe, 
and of an Agent ſeparate and diſtin& ſrom me, 
* I cannot be ignorant of, after a full Year's Expe- 
* rience.----When my Arm, Leg, or Head is ſha- 
* ken, I muſt be allowed to know, whether it be 
* voluntary from my or not: And I do affirm, 

p = 6 it 

Vid. Page next, and onwards, 
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* it is not from myſelf, nor at my own Will; but, 
* on the contrary, when that Agent doth ſo, if I 
* think to ſuppreſs the ſame, he doth continue ſo to 
* ſtart and twitch my Limbs, and by more inte- 
* rior Uneaſineſs over my whole Body, to ſolicit 
c my Obedience; that I can have no Reſt, until 
I ſuffer the ſame to take Place. I cannot better 


< 

© deſcribe my Condition in that Juncture, than 
* Elihu ſpeaking of the Inſpiration of the Al- < 
* mighty, doth, by ſaying, T he Sprrit within me 0 
* conſtraineth me: Behold, my Belly is as Wine c 
* which bath no vent; it is ready to burſt like new c 
© Bottles, I will ſpeak that I may he refreſhed. c 
And, Jeremiah, Chapter xx. Then, I ſuid, I will c 
not make mention of him, nor ſpeak any more in bis 6 
* Name ; but his Word was in my Heart as a burn- c 
ing Fire ſhut up in my Bones; and I was weary c 
© with forbearing, and [ could not ay. Uuder this 6 
© foreign Influence, I felt my Fingers terribly c 
© contracted and moved, to write thoſe Words, c 

in Page goth, of the firſt Book of Warnings Un- c 

der this Influence, my Body was removed ten or 

© eleven Feet, as in Page 65th of the Second Part, c 

*without any concurrent Mixture of my Agency. 6 

* Under this Influence, I have been carried on my 0 

© Knees ſeveral Times round a Room, faſter than c 

J could have gone on my Feet. Some other c 

© Particularities, 8 alſo have been Witneſles c 
U c 


ot; but theſe may fuffice to ſhew, that I am at 


« Times under the Agency of another diſtin& Be- 
ing; in which Times, the Tongue alfo is at the 
Direction of that foreign Agent, and no more 
£ under mine, than the Motion of the other Part 
© of the Body. This being the true State of = 

. © Cate 
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* Caſe with me, and evidently parallel'd, with 
* ſome Variations, In two or three hundred Perſons 
© in London, it is ſtrange the Caveat ſhould whol- 
* ly paſs over the Appearance ſupernatural at- 
* tending us. — But it is neceſſary I add further, 


_ © that God has diſtinguiſhed his Favours to me in 


point of Health; ſo that the Agitations leave 
me perfectly at Eaſe; nor do they bring with 
them concomitantly, any Sort of Pain or Op- 
* preſſion, and inſtead of enfeebling, do ſenſibly 
* refreſh the Body; and whatſoever be the Vio- 
* lence or Continuance of them, do not waſte the 
Spirits, but exhilarate. They have never in- 
jured any other Perſon, no more than him, whom 
they affect. There comes with them an Influx 
© of the Mind al/o, lifting it up in Prayer to God, 
* with Reverence and Awe: All which I know of 
* a Certainty is fo with me; and as God knows it 
© too, I cannot reconcile the ſame with the Super- 
* intendency of an evil Spicit, operating upon 
* me at thoſe Times. 

For the prophetic Scriptures of the Kingdom, 
*I never did in the preceding Part of my Life, 
© read them with any Attention; nor did I ever 
hear a Sermon upon that Point, (to the beſt of 
my Remembrance) either in the Church lor 
Meeting. I never converſed on the Subject with 
* thoſe ſeveral Sorts of People, who are Inquir- 
* ers into them; nor did ever read any Comment 
* or Book upon the ſame, the Reverend Mr. hi- 
* flon's late one, excepted : Therefore what Diſ- 
* courſes of mine, under the Operation of the Spi- 
*rit, are found to treat on that Subject, came not 
from any Sort of previous Perſuaſion ; by _ 

medi- 
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meditation and Study, I was not the Author of 
any of them, nor did I ever ſpeak from meer 
* Impulſe, or receive the Subject contained, from 
the Dictate of any other Perſon. The adventi- 


* tious Power, (whoſe 1mpelling Force I have al- 


* ready deſcribed) by the Motions it cauſed in my 
© Breath, Tongue, and Lips, formed the Words: 
And J can fay it, in the Preſence of God, that 
< oftentimes the Subject was not ſo much as fore- 
© exhibited to my Intelle&; nor did I know it, 
© but as another Hearer, until after the Words 
© were pronounced. Sometimes indeed, that ad- 
* ventitions Fower overſhadowing the Mind, pre- 
* ſented a ſerene Brightneſs to my Conception, 
clearly diſtinguiſhable from the natural Facul- 
© ty; in which Caſe, I waited until the Organs of 
* Speech were ſupernaturally moved, which with 
* me has often been Half an Hour, nay, a full 
© Hour of Agitation. Thus it happened, October 
* 8, when a By-itander vehemently urging me to 
* ſpeak, the Words came out, no other Utterance 
* but what the Holy Ghoſt gives, for the Man that 
* doth it preſumptuouſly, ſhall die. But the Searcher 
© of all Hearts knows, T am not conſcious of my 
* wilful ſpeaking any Thing of myſelf, under that 
Operation of the Spirit. Wherefore the ſaid 
© Diſcourſes coming not from me, as the Fountain ; 
but flowing thro' me, as the Channel; and like 
Water out of the Pump, by the Agitation of the 
* Sucket; I am not reſponſible for them in my 
natural Capacity iI have more than once, with 
the moſt awful Solemnity, declared and pnbliſh- 
ed in Print, that in the Times of my Extaſy, I 
* am unter the Agency of another diſtinct Being; 


« for 
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© fer further Aſſurance of my Sincerity, in which 
Declaration, I have lately appealed to God at the 
* Lord's-Table. ' 

J have thus largely tranſcribed Mr. Lacy's Ac- 
count of himſelf, that in him, as in a Glaſs, you 
might ſee the true Spirit of theſe Prophets, The 
Things he ſays of himſelf, are true of the reſt; 
of ſome Hundreds in London, in a leſs or greater 
Degree. The like Agitations are common to 
them all, the like Frame and Temper of Mind, 
the like Opinion of themſelves, as acted by a ſu- 

erior and independent Agent. And indeed this 

eems to have been the Opinion of ſome others 
about them; according to thoſe Words of Mr. 
Lacy, in his Letter to Dr. Woodward. — I take 
Notice, ſays he, in Page 45th, that you allow 
the Agency of a ſuperior Power on us, not only 
* from what I have teſtified touching myſelf, but 
from ſeveral other Inſtances, atteſted to you by 
* credible Witneſſes, of Things done by the Pro- 
* phets, which ſeemed plainly to exceed the Sphere 
* of human Efficiency *“; which Matter has, no 
doubt, been ſatisfactorily apparent to many 
hundred Spectators, and may be ſufficiently wit- 
neſſed by a Multitude of Perſons, who have up- 
* on them the Influence of that independent over- 
* rnling Agent.'—But, 

IT. I now go on according to the Method pro- 
poſed ; to give the Reaſons, why theſe Prophets 
were thought to be immediately inſpired by the 
Holy Ghoſt.——And theſe I ſhall give you in the 
Words of Sir K:ichard Bulkley, Baronet, and of Mr. 
John Lacy. 


To 
See Page 3, 4. Of this Letter. 
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To begin with the former of theſe Gentlemen: 
The Evidences upon which he received the Voice 
of theſe Prophets, as the Voice of GOD, were the 
Operations and Effects wrought by it, which, 
ſays he *, © are either of the Graces of the hol 


Spirit wrought powerfully in the Hearts of thoſe 


* whom he has called into this Diſpenſation, or 


ol his Giſts, viz. thoſe that follow, the Gift of 


Prayer and Supplication; the Gift of Exhorta- 
tion; of Prediction; of Languages; of difcern- 
ing the Secrets of the Heart; the Gift of Mini- 
« tration of the ſame Spirit to others by laying on 
© of Hands, and the Gift of Healing: Of every 
* one of which I ſhall give clear and manifeſt In- 
* ſtances. 

1. As to the Communication of the ſanQify- 
© ing Grace of God, to the Souls of thoſe who be- 
© believe in and attend upon this Diſpenſation. 
It is no unreaſonable Requeſt that I make, in 
* deſiring not to be bound down to anſwer for eve- 
ry individual Perſon, that is outwardly a Pro- 
© feſlor, There was a Judas among the 
© twelve, and an Ananias among thoſe that pre- 
© tended to ſell their Eſtates to give to the Poor: 
. But as far as I can obſerve from the Ac- 
* quaintance of many Months, it has in many, 
produced thoſe ſeveral Effects, of Meekneſs, Pa 
© tience under Injnries, a Contempt of the World, 
* a Dread and Haired of all Sin, a Love and De- 
* light in ſecret Prayer, and an intire Humility to 
* the very Duſt, AN UNSATIABLE THIRST 

AFTER 


* See an Anſwer to ſeveral Treatiſes on the Subject of the 
Prophets, by Sir Richard Bulkley, Baronet, Page 89, and on- 
wards, 
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* AFTER CONTINUAL ATTENDING UPON 
* THE WORSHIP OF GOD IN THE ASSEM- 
* BLIES, either in praying to him, or hearing his 
* Word, an extenſve Charity to Mankind of all 
* Sorts, and a Comportment in the World, agreeable 
hereto. 

The Power of God has alſo herein appeared, 
in turning the paſſionate, quarrelling and fight- 
ing Lion, the fraudulent, cozening and cheat- 
ing Fox, into a Lamb; the ſavage Temper into 
* Meekneſs, and a patient receiving of Injuries 
* and Inſults; the luxurious and debauched into 
* Temperance; the Prophane into a continual 
* Devotion of Soul to God. Now if theſe, appear- 
ing in the Lives of thoſe that were in the firſt 
* Ages, converted to Chriſtianity, were brought 
by Turtullian as irrefragable Arguments of the 
divine Power of the Chriſtian Religion, in thoſe 
* Times, I do not ſee how the Force of that Argu- 
* gument can be evaded in this Caſe, And that 
the Matter of Fact is true, I take upon me to 
* juſtify, altho* the naming of Names in Print, 
upon ſuch an Occaſton, would be making too 
bold with my Friends. I can never hare the 
© leaſt Doubt or Suſpicion, that ſo good and fo 
* conftant Operations, as the Love of God, the 
Hatred of one's ſelf, and a voluntary Separation 
* of Soul from the Pleaſures of this Life, from co- 
* veting the Riches and Honours of this World, a 
full Contentment in the Want of human Conto- 
* lations, and Joy in Hardſhips and Contempt, 
(all which I have ſeen exemplified in this Diſ- 

* penſation) could poſſibly proceed from an evi! 
* Sprrit, And, 
2. As 
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2. As to ſpiritual Gifts : And, 

* 1. That of Prayer and Supplication. I have 
heard thoſe, who, if I may judge by their for- 
* mer wicked Lives, and by their Affirmation al- 
* ſo, never ſaid a Prayer in their Lives, except 
the Lord's Prayer; nor did know what it was to 
* pray, nor how to pray; and together with theſe 
© alſo, have I heard other Perſons, Mechanicks, of 
very mean, even contemptible Parts or Capa- 
city, and alſo Children, little Children; both 
© the one and the other of theſe, when under the 
* Operation of the Spirit, pray with that Freedom 
for Words, and that Power as to Matter, as muſt, 


I think, have aſtoniſhed and alſo moved the 


Heart of any ſincere Hearer, I muſt ſay the 
* ſame, in every Reſpect, as to the next Gift a- 
* boye-menticned, that of Exhortation; which in 
* ſome of very mean Capacities 1s given with an 
* Eloquence, that pleaſes even Unbelizvers. 

As to the Gift of Prediction; it is ſo notorious 
* among us, that every Day gives us convincing 
* Inftances in our private Conduct. We are often 
* commanded, when at very private Meetings, to 
break up and depart immediately, for that our 
Enemies are at Hand; and before we are far out 
* of Danger, we find it was ſo, The Frediction 
* of the opening the Mouths of ſome Perſons to 


* ſpeak under Inſpiration, has been accordingly 


* fulfilled to a Day. The Viſt of the Spirit, of 
which the fit Teftimony is that of Agitations, 
* has been promiſed in a Bleſſing, at the firſt or 
© {ſecond Time of ſuch Perſons being bleſled ; 
© which has been fulfilled in above an 3 In- 


* ſtances, notorious to them that will not ſhut 
| their 
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© their Eyes, and ſtop their Ears. The Prediction 
© of other perſonal or family Occurrences, in the 
© Bleffings pronounced to Perſons, unknown to 
© thoſe by whom they were pronounced, is what 
* Hundreds can bear Teſtimony to. 
As to the Gift of Languages; beſides what Mr. 
* Lacy has declared of 70 Education *, and that 
| * he 


# It is well known among my Relations and Friends, that I 
came to London in 1680, being then fixteen Years of Age, hav- 
ing learned no further at School, than Virgil, Horace, and a 
little of the Greek Grammar. For a Year after, or thereabouts, 
J continued to read ſuch Latin Books, as I brought out of the 
Country with me; but my Employment to which I was put out 
by my Parents, ſoon turning my Thoughts another Way, I ne- 
ver ſince that Time read more, than a Leaf or two accidentally, 
of that Language, and even that moſtly, as it may have come 
in my way in reading an Eng/:/ Book; except that about twenty 
Years ago, I attempted to read Strada de Bello Belgico, and find- 
ing myſelf unable to underſtand it, after having gone on in it a- 


bout forty Leaves in Duadecimo, I laid it by. Whether the La- 


tix of the Inſpirations herein following, could be furniſhed by 
me, from ſuch Initiation or Progreſs therein, as I have given an 
Account of; or whether of the many Thouſands in London, in 
like Circumſtances, there are any that can perform it, I leave o- 
thers to paſs their Sentiments upon. As to myſelf, I know that 
I do not, now, ſo much as underſtand the Engliſb of many 
Words of them, (but as the Inſpiration itſelf doth at the Time 
teach me inwardly the Senſe of them) nor do I at all know the 
true Conjugations ; and even yet, when out of the Extaſy, I 
am utterly uncapable of compoſing any Thing of that Kind, al- 
though upon the utmoſt Deliberation and Thought: Whereas 
every one of the ſaid Diſcourſes came from me, without Preme- 
ditation, and without being able to gueſs, in what Language the 
Spirit would then ſpeak by my Mouth, until the very Utterance, 
and with concurring Agitations of Head and Body, which might 
be ſufficient to confound the Senſe of any premeditated Diſcourſe, 
of the moſt able and learned Head. The Greek Words men- 
tioned in ſome of theſe Diſcourſes, came likewiſe from my 
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he has not read in a Latin Book for theſe twenty i 
Years laſt paſt, I do offer it as what I know, (as , 
| much as one Man can know ſuch a Thing of 5 
| another) that at the beginning of his ſpeaking p 
; Latin, which was upon the ſecond Day of Fuly, : 
. 1707, he deſired me to conſtrue for him the ; 
| Things which himſelf had ſpoken, but under- j 
* ſtood not. But I further proteſt, in the Preſence 0 
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er 
c 
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* of the great God, the Searcher of all Hearts, that 
: upon the ninth Day of Augyft laſt paſt, be, and 
J, and Mr. Facio were in a Coach together; and 
| that ſo ſtrong was the Latin Impreſſion on him 

at that Time, that for above _ Miles travel- 
| * ling together, and which was above an Hour, we 


: were all the Way propoſing and reciting of * 
Sentences, of the hardeſt Latin we could think « 2] 
. of. Mr, Facio recited to him out of Ovid's ; 

Metamorphoſes, Viigils Eneidt, Lucretius; and 3 

c al H , as 
. J out of Martial, Horace's Odes, and de Arte * 
© Poctica, &c. not any one of which Books, he had 2 
© ever read at School, except Martial; and that +8 
no ſooner did we recite a Line in Latin, but he 7. 

* recited the ſame in Engliſh, as readily, as it he x FR 
were then reading it before him. — In all . 
* which 1 

. 

Mouth, and the Senſe of them was clearly impreſſed upon me, in an 

the Moment of pronouncing ; altho* the Words I otherwiſe un- fo 

derſtood not. There occur alſo ſome Phraſes and Peculiarities of © {o 

Expreſſion in the Eng liſb, which I never read, heard, or thought c 

of, (to the beſt of my Knowledge) until they were thus uttered, « th 

and myſelt, (like the other Auditors) received them; all which e. 

Inſtances of Language, I can look upon as no other, than the a Cal 

Earneſt of a much greater Diffuſion upon me in that Kind ; of Dt 

which I had a Promiſe from the Holy Spirit, by the Mouth of o- © ha 

ther Perſons, before ever I had ſpoke in any other Language than © the 


Frs liſb. Vid. Lacy's Preface to his Warnings, the firſt Part of 
them: Page g, 10, 11. 
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© which, he did not miſs the Signification of three 
© true Latin Words. But he propeſed to us at firſt, 
not to give him any technical Words, nor any for- 
eign Word made Latin ;as Aliptes, Schenobates, and 
* the like; which was but reaſonable, neither of 
© ſuch being properly Latin. And in Truth, with 
all our Endeavour, we could not poſe him; which 
* was to our very great Aſtoniſhment. This Gift 
* doth come and go, and when away, he knows no 
more Latin than what his natural Memory re- 
* tains, and which, as I may ſay, it had learned, 
* while he was under the Operation of the Spirit, 
as to that Gift. He has had it, I think, twice 
* or thrice ſince the beginning. 
I doalfo in the like awful Preſence, affirm, 
* that I have heard Mr. Duiton, a young Gentle- 
man, an Attorney in the Midale-Temple; who, 
* as he told me, had had his Education in a little 
© obſcure School, in a ſmall Village in Cheſbrre 
* where he advanced fo far, as to be juſt entred 
into the Greek Grammar ; who, at this Day, has 
no more Latin than is Juſt neceſlary for his Pro- 
feſſion; but knows not one Hebrew Letter from 
* another, nor hardly any Greek one. This Man, 
* I ſay, I have heard utter with great Readineſs 
and Freedom, compleat Diſcourſes in Hebrew, 
for near a quarter of an Hour together, and 
* ſometimes longer. 
© It is not a juſt Objection againſt what I ſay, 
that I myſelf cannot talk Hebrew; for tho” I 
cannot ſpeak, either the MWelſb, the Iriſh, or the 
* Dutch Languages; yet having lived where they 
* have been ſpoken, tho' I cannot ſpeak any of 
* thole Languages, I can perfettly diſtinguiſh, 
* (and 
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(and ſo may others who cannot ſpeak them) be. 
« tween every one of them; and know which it 
is that is ſpoken, as certainly as if I could ſpeak 
the * And, as to this particular In- 
« ſtance of the Hebrew; I catched at ſeveral 
© Words, as he went on, here and there, which I 
© know to be Hebrew; as for Example , and 
« diverſe other Words, of all which he underſtood 
not one; but had an Impreſſion on his Mind, 
« that it was an Hymn of Praiſe to GOD for his 
calling of Hrael.— And afterwards under Inſpi- 
© ration, it was declared to him in my hearing, 
© thou ſhalt. ſpeak the Hebrew Language, better 
© than any that doth now ſpeak it, ———T have 
© heard of others, Engl:fh Children, that have un- 
der Inſpiration, ſpoken French; but not hav- 
£ heard it myſelf, I will not offer it. 

I come now to ſo diſcriminating an Inſtance 
of the Divine Power, that of diſcovering the Se- 
© crets of the Heart: That I will not proceed, 
« without {olemnty-prefacing to the Realer ; that 
© not anſwering for Words, but as near as Memo- 
ry will ſerve me, I declare, in the Preſence of 

the great GOD, the Searcher of all Hearts; that 
© that what I am now going to affirm of his 
© YVouchſafements to me, and Demonſtration of 
© his mighty Power and Preſence, as to this Head 
© is certainly Truth: And may that great GOD, 
« who is jealous of his Honour, and who will not 
© be ſerved by Lies; that will ſweep away every 
* ſuch Refuge; may his Vengeance ſmoke againſt 
ne, and may he ſweep me away, as with a Yhirl- 
* wind, living, and in his Wrath, if I ſhall deli. 


ver 
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ver any Thing, in theſe following Lines, that is 
* contrary to Truth. 

And, firſt, as to what has been the Matter of 
© Bleſſings, (we underſtand by that Word, whate- 
ver is ſpoken in Inſpiration, over the Head of 
© any particular Perſon, whatever the Contents of 
© it be, whether Conſolation, Reproof, or even 
© Threatenings,) I have heard divers, whom I 
© have long known, and do believe to be Perſons 
of ftrict Piety; as ſoon as they have received a 
© Bletfing, declare, that what was ſaid to them at 
© that Time, it was impoſſible for any Mortal to 
have known. The particular State of their Soul, 
© ſo ſet before them, as could not, probably, have 
agreed to any other Perſon living, beſides them- 
* ſelves. And indeed, I have heard Numbers at 
© the ſame Time, declare this very Thing, as what 
© at that Inſtant, has been their own Caſe: And 
yet the Reader muſt know, that the Perſon pro- 
nouncing the Bleſſings, has always his, or her 
* Eyes cloſe ſhut, (I have never ſeen but three 
* that are otherwiſe) and have been generally at 
*ſuch a Time, in a dark Corner of the Room, 
and fo invironed with thoſe who waited to be 
© bleſſed ; that even with open Eyes, the ſeveral 


| © Perſons of the Company, could not have been 


diſtinguiſhed by them. 
* As to this Thing, of giving Bleſſings, it was 
* not at every Meeting, perhaps not once in four 
* or five Times, (I am ſpeaking now as the State 
* of the Thing was, when the Number of the 1n- 
ſpired was fo few, as to make but one Meeting: 
© But now there are, I believe, about two Hun- 
* dred, who have the Earneſt of that Viſit of the 
* holy 
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© holy Spirit; and of them, above Forty, ot Men; 
Women and Child ren, who have ſpoken under 
the Operation of the Spirit, and the Number of 
© each encreaſing almoſt daily) that Bleſſings were 
given. So that neither the Thing itſelf, nor the 


© Perſon by whom it ſhonld be given forth, were, 


© or could be expected. And ſometimes the Spi- 
© rit would be pleaſed to order it from a French 
© Mouth, and ſometimes from an Engl: Mouth, 
* ſometimes from a Child, either a Boy or a Girl; 
from ths Mouths of each of which, I have re- 
© ceived that to myſelf, which I am ſure nothing 
but GOD could ſpeak.” — And after having men- 
tioned ſeveral Things relating to himſelf and o- 
thers, too long to rehearſe, he adds, That when 
* Spies have come in, with very ſerious Behavi- 
our, undiſcovered ; but with Intent to betray 
© us, either by making falſe Stories, raiſing the 


Mob, or doing us other Miſchief, I have heard 


immediately one of the inſpired call out to them, 
by the Name of Judas, and ſometimes tell 
them, even from whom they came, and their 


particular Errand; and have ſo deſcribed them, 


© as has made them go off, in the Preſence of all 
* preſent: And this I have ſeen ſeveral Times de- 
© clared by Men, Women, and Children under 
© Inſpiration : Nay, I have ſeen and heard th e 
* {ame Thing declared by a Woman, who being 


- © faſt aſleep, the Agitations came upon her, and 


the Words dropt out, like as from one aſleep ; 
« wherein we were told, there was a Judas in the 
* Room: And, at the ſame Time, (it being very late) 
© there was another, by whoſe Mouth, _ a- 

leep 
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© ſleep in Agitations, we were ordered for that 
* Reaſon to depart immediately. 

I proceed to the next Head, that of the Mi. 
© niſtratton of the ſame Spirit to others, by laying 
© on of Hands, And it is moſt notorious to our- 
© ſelves, and to others, that to thoſe who have 
© been promiſed, in their Bleſſings, the Viſit of 
< GOD's holy Spirit, to dwell in their Bodies; 
© (which he has made his Temples) ſome do 
© ſooner and ſome later receive the Earneſt of it, 
« viz, the Agitations ſo much ſpoken of already; 
* which Agitations, do increaſe and vary progreſ- 
« ſively; until they come on, to the opening the 
Mouth, to ſpeak by Inſpiration.'— And here 
the ——_ are deſcribed, and the Objections 
againſt the Impartation of the Spirit, by Impoſi- 
tion of Hands, anſwered, but too long to be in- 
ſerted. 

The laſt Head is that of the Gift of Healing. 
And as I am beſt Judge of what befals myſelf, I 
© ſhall give an Account of what I know and feel. 

* At a Meeting that was in the Country, by Or- 
der, upon the ſeventh Day of September laſt 
* paſt, of ſix of the e and four Writers; 
* one of the inſpired, being in an Extaſy, came 
* to every one of the other Nine, ſucceſſively ; 
and under the Operation of the Spirit, aſked 
* them a ſolemn Queſtion: requiring their Anſwer 
* to the ſame. When he came to me. laying his 
Hand upon my Shoulder, he ſaid, Wilt thou be 
* ready to go, when and where I ſend thee, quitting 
* a repoſed Settlement, that thou mayſt find it in 


* God alone? I ſhall put a Teſt upon every one of 


* my Servants in their Employment, During his 
© ſpeak- 
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* ſpeaking thus to me, my Heart was expoſtulat- 
ing; as Moſes was for his Slowneſs of Speech, 
*{o was I; as not being able to anſwer, or un- 
: dertake any Thing, by Reaſon .of the many bo- 
; dily Inſirmities that I was afflicted with; that 

my Spirit was wa but my Fleſh was weak. 
* He then continued; expect no more but a ready 
Hull. T fhall enable thy Body, and give Abilities 
© to whatever I command, This ready Mind doſt 
© thou promiſe forever? Speaking, whereupon be- 
© ing in Prayer, I replied, O gracious God, I ac- 


© cept with all Humility and Thankfulneſs, this In- 


c vitation into thy Service ; I entirely quit and re- 
* nounce the Shadows of the Comforts of this Life. 
I deſire no other, than that Reſt that remains to the 
© People of God. Therefore J entirely dedicate my- 
« ſelf, to go wherever thou ſendeſt ne,; beſeeching 
« thee to ſtrengthen me in my Soul, as thou promi- 
* ſeſt to do in my Body, for Chriſt Feſus Sale. To 
©< which it was anſwered me, Thou ſhalt ſee Peace 
upon Iſrael, and the Canaan Reſt, and find great 
Share in it. | 
And now that I might ſhew the Signs and 
* Wonders, that the high God has wrought towards 
me, I ſhall give the World an Account, of the 


© miſerable State of Health in which I then was. 


* In the firſt Place, J have, (all my Lifetime) 


© heen troubled with a moſt violent Head-ach; 


and which was occaſioned, by ſo many and lit- 
© tle Occurrences, that as to ſome Things, I was 
under a conſtant Regimen. If I fat up till twelve 
© at Night, I was as ſure of paſſing the next Day, 
© or the greateſt Part of it, in Miſery, (that is, in 


© * tenſe Pain, in Silence, and in Darkneſs) as I 
[4 
was 
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* was of waking; or if I ever ſupped ſo late as 
nine o'Clock, or after; or if even at my regu- 
lar ſupping Time, I took any thing but a little 
thin Broth or Water-gruel For which grievous 
Pain of my Head-ach, I have found no Remedy, 
but the conſtant taking of the Puinguma, or 
what we in Engliſh call, the Feſurs Powder: Of 
which Medicine, the Benefit has been ſo great to 
me, that I bought it in the Bark, by a Pound, 
and two Pounds at a Time, for my own Uſe; So 
that within the Compaſs of fifteen Years, (for 
ſo long have I taken it) I can reaſonably com- 
pute, from what Quantity I have bought, that 
I have taken above a thouſand Doſes of it, vm, 
* Prams: Sometimes I have taken two Drams, 
* when the Pain has been raging, almoſt to a 
* Megrim; and by a Miſtake, I have taken five 
* Drams and an Halt in a Doſe, without any man- 
© ner of other Conſequence, than the Removal of 
the Pain, for which it was taken. This grie- 
*vcus and almoſt continual Indiſpoſition of 
my Head, ſo broke my State of Health, as 
that 1 could not do, with leſs than nine Hours 
* Reſt every Night. This my ſad State as to my 
Head- ach; not only my Family, but many of 
* my Acquaintance, Gentlemen in this City, can 
* teſtify. — My ſecond Indiſpoſition was that, of 
every Winter, once, or oftner, falling into an 
Hectic Fever, with violent continnal Sweats; 
* and this has attended me above twenty Years, 
* and was always the moſt terrifying to me, ag 
that which, if not ſtopt ſoon by proper Medi- 
* cines, would quickly melt down Life itſelf ; in- 
ſomuch, that tor above a Dozen Years paſt, I 

E have 
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* have not been a Day without a Mare giving 
* Milk, My third Affliction was that of a 
Stone, gathering in my Kidney for ſeveral Years 
* paſt; which being an hereditary Diſeaſe, I pa- 
x tiently {ſubmitted to; altho' the Pains thereof, 
© were (in the Fits of it) ſo ſharp and cruciating, 
© as has coſt me many a Tear, —— The laſt T 
* ſhall name, was a Rupture, which befel me a- 
bout four Years ſince, upon riding a great Jour- 
* ney in Wales, — I had divers other Ails, which 
I ſhall not enlarge upon, the Rheumatiſm elpe- 
* cially, And fuch was my Condition, that no 
* ſooner by Care and Remedies, and the Blefling 
* of GOD, I got ſome Relief from the Preſſures 
* of one, but I was under the Pains of another, 
with little or no Intervals of Eaſe —— —This 
* was my miſerable State of Health, when the a- 
* foreſaid Words, were in a very ſolemn Manner, 
* pronounced to me, under the Operation of the 
* Spirit, on the ſeventh Day of September laſt, 1707. 
Now the Words not being an immediate Pro- 
* miſe of preſent Relief, made no great Impreſ- 
© fion upon my Mind; but in about three Weeks, 
©T took Notice of it myſelf; as a miraculous 
Thing, that J was become another Man, as to 


* my Health, in every Reſpect, I could not for- 


© bear declaring it, even before I remembred that 
© Promiſe ; which no'ſooner came into my Mind, 
© but I manifeſtly found ĩt was the Finger of God; 
* and to him, (with the tenth Leper) I returned 
* my Thanks and Praiſe, and do now, by pro- 
© ceeding to declare, what my State of Health has 
© been from that Day, viz. ſince that Day I have 


| © never once, now, in above ſix Months, had occaſion 


te 
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* to take my old Remedy for the Head- ach; nor 
* have once felt any Pain, relating to my Kidney , 
nor any Return of my hectic, or rheumatic 
* Pains; nor have ever had a Truſs on, ſince that 
Day, that ſeventh Day of September ; on which 
© it was accidentally off, for to be mended; but am 
© throughout, (bleſſed be God) in as perfect Health, 
© as I believe any Man living of my Age; and 
© as I never was before, in all my Life: And this 
IJ enjoy, altho' now I live out of Regimen, and 
* like other Men: I fit up reading, frequently 
© until two, ſometimes three o'Clock in the 
Morning; I ſup at eleven at Night, or after; 
© and upon any Thing, even Fleſh-Meat, and that 
© hot or cold ; and with Beer, Ale or Wine; and 
© yet do after it, riſe every Morning, freſh and 
© well, after five Hours; but frequently after 
fewer Hours Reſt, All Glory be to God. 

* I ſhall give the Reader one other Inſtance of 
Healing; which was more obvious to the Eye, 
© — There*was one Mr. P 1, about ſeventy 
© Years of Age; who had about November 14th 
* laſt, a Boil that roſe in the Nape of his Neck, 
* and very big: at length it broke : and while it 
* was running, (Nobody having the Care to dreſs 
* it, but his Wife) by very ill Managery, it grew 
* ſo bad, ſpreading upwards, and towards each Ear, 
that when I ſaw it, it was as big as a large Tur- 
© nip, of five Inches diameter, and above two 
Inches high; all of dead Fleſh, black and livid; 
© but having divers Orifices in it, out of which, 
Corruption was continually running; and all 
Sides of it, all round, very much inflamed ; and 


* ſhooting ſo in the adjacent Parts, that he could 


get 
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© get no Reſt for three Nights, before we went to 
© viſit him. He deſired that Mr. Lacy would 
*pray for a Command from God, to come and 
l heal him; who, upon Prayer, was ſent thither. 
We were ten Perſons, who accompanied him 
* thither, upon Saturday Night, November 29th. It 
© was opened to all our View: There had been a 
© Chirurgeon to lee it, who, (as we were inform- 
© ed) had asked ten Pounds to cure it. There had 
* been a ſecond, to cure it, who would not under- 
© take it under fix Months; and afterwards a 
* third, who wonld not meddle with it. And in- 
* deed altho* I have been for fifteen Years paſt, 
much converſant in Cures of Sores; yet I never 
ſaw any Thing like it. However, as I ſaid be- 
fore, after it was opened to all our View, it was 
* covered again, and then we had Prayers, and 
an Inſpiration from two of the inſpired. After 
* which, (viz. about an Hour and half) Mr. Lacy 
ordered, that the Sore ſhould be opened again: 
* The Man declared he had immediate Eaſe from 
* his burning and ſhooting Pain: And indeed, at 
© the ſecond View of it, it ſeemed to be diminiſh- 
© ed, about a. ſixth Part. Mr. Lacy told us we 
might come and ſee it again in a Day or two. 
* Upon the Wedne/aay after, I came to ſee it; and 
* by that Time it had loſt above a third Part, and 
* now looked for Size, like a flat dried Apple, 
*\xch as comes from beyond Sea; but intirely 
© free from Pain, It was ordered at firſt, that 
nothing of medicinal Virtue ſhould be applied 
© to it; an1 that only clean Linnen, or a Skin of 
© a Bladder, or the like, (that might lie cloſe) 


* ſhould be put on; and ſo'it went away ſo faſt, that 
every 
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every Time it was dreſt, (which was three or 
* four Times a-Day) the ſaid dead Fleſh came 
© away in great Strings and Pieces, ſticking to 
* whatever was laid on the Sore. And ſo, in a- 
© bout a Fortnight's Time, it was as ſmooth and 
© level, as the Back of one's Hand; and it has e- 
ver ſince been perfectly well. —1I could aſſign 
© ſeveral others alſo *, but this laſt having been 
© ſo obvious to the Senſes, I did preſume, it 
* would be an undeniable Inſtance.— So that let 
*the World take it how they will, I muſt, (for 
* myſelf) ſay with the Apoſtle, Ve cannot but 
ne = the Things, which we have ſeen and heard. 
ow follow the Reaſons of John Lacy, Eſq: + 
which, ſays he, altho' I give moſtly in my own 
Name, are more or leſs agreeable to all the reſt, 
1. Our dear Saviour, left as his laſt Legacy, 
© Peace to his Followers! and the Holy Ghoſt 
brought them Joy, growing andabounding more 
© and more, as outward Sufferings oppreſt them. 
* Whoever then finds a new Peace 1n his Soul, 
* built on God, and noways ſupplied to him from 
* without; and when for the Sake of his Profeſſion 
of Chriſt, manifold Afflictions, numerous D iffi- 
* culties, cruel Mockings, univerſal Hatred and 
* Scorn, (more than ever was upon any Crimi- 
© nal) are heaped upon this Man from the World; 
he finds under all this, a perfect Serenity and 
* Calmneſs of Mind; with a Joy merely ſpiritu- 
al, unknown to him before in Proſperity ; and 
* making him to eſteem the n of Chriſt, 
greater 
* See the Dealings of God to Jobn Lacy, from Page 24, and 


you may ſee a further Illuftration of this Gif? of Healing. Þ See 
his Detter to Dr. Woodward, Page 16, &c. 
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greater Riches than the Treaſures of Egypt: 
While he thus finds within himſelf, an abun- 


' - © dant Reward, ſpringing up from the Influence 


* of a ſuperior Agent, operating on him; can he 
* call that Agent a Devil, without evident Injury 
© to the Nature of the Holy Ghoſt ? Or without 
* caſting a Blemiſh upon the like Experience of 
the Apoſtles, and the firſt Chriſtians, who urged 
* the ſame, as one Evidence they had of the Holy 
© Ghoſt in them? But the now inſpired do de- 
* clare, they know and find the Cale is ſo with 
* them ; and has been, under all their Difficulties; 
and even under the preſent great Trial: And as 
J, for my Part, have wah be Satisfaction that 
© it has hitherto been mine: Shall I, can I then 
* ſay, this comes from the Devil? — No, but 


rather ſhould we ſay, Bleſſed be the Father of 


* Mercics, and God of Patience and all Conſolation, 


- © «vho always maketh us to triumph in Chriſt Jeſus. 


* 2, The Holy Ghoſt is called the Hirit of Suppli- 
© catton,—Thas is ſo charaQteriſtical of the divine 
« Spirit, eſpecially when it abounds in Doxologies 

— to the Deity; that there can be but 
little Ground, to impute this to the Influence of 
* the Devil. Now that this is the Caſe of the pre- 
© ſent inſpired in London, and of thoſe who re- 
* ceive the preparatory Symptoms of the Spirit, 
* (who altogether may probably make two Hun- 
* dred) there 1s abundant Proof ; ſuch as none 
© can withſtand, who are but willing to admit in 
this Caſe, what in any other Point ſoever, 
would paſs for ſatisfactory. Were but Men diſ- 
* poſed to enquire, many will be found of that 
* Number, who through the Imbecillity ob their 

Age 
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Age, or Defect of their Education, could not 
* pray extempore before; and many, who had no 
* Diſpoſition to that Duty at all, nor ever praQi- 
© ſed it, do it now, by the Urgency and inward 
* Motion of this Spirit. I am Witneſs of very 
a Infants praying with an Energy, a genuine 
* Power, nay, a copious Eloquence and moving 
Force; which could not be infuſed into them, 
by any Inſtructions, or yay of their own Abi - 
© lity,—This Spirit has often ſeverely chid the per- 
*ſon, by whoſe Mouth he ſpoke, (before an Aſ- 
ſembly) of his or her Neglect of ſecret Prayer. 
* — God is my Witneſs ; that in ſecret, where no 
Eye but his ſees; when, and as often as I lift 
* up my Heart to him; and the more I do fo, the 
* more doth this Spirit teſtify to me his Appreba- 
tion, and that in various Ways, unexpreſſible 
in great Meaſure. — So, to witneſs for God, I do 
* declare, that I have often, (probably twenty 
Times) being in compoſed devout Meditation, 
(and never elſe) found ſomething dart or ſtrike 
* upon my Forehead ; repreſented to the Intelle& 
(without any viſible Appearance) like a Flaſh of 
Fire; which gave a ſudden Turn to the animal 
Spirits, and from the Head, perceptibly diſper- 
© ſed it{elt over the Body; which conveyed there- 
with to my Soul, a reverential Awe, Suavity 
and Joy inexprethble, purely divine: The bo- 
* dily Impreſſions laſted about two Minutes; thoſe 
© on the Mind, near half an Hour, 

3. The Anſwers of Prayer to God, were one 
© Evidence, which the Apoſtle gave of his Miſli- 
on from on high; 1 John v. 14, 15. Now thoſe 
* which have ſeen and known; and are able and 

ready, 
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© ready, (on due Occaſion) to bring forty Wit- 


| © nefles, of God's anſwering their Prayers, by the 


© Mouth of ſome, under the Operation of the Spi- 
© ritz Can thoſe Witneſſes allow, that the Devil 
© anſwered to their mental Prayers to God? In o- 
ther Caſes forty Witneſſes upon Oath, would be 
competent Proof, in any Point; but thoſe who 
© cannot believe any Number in this, let them 
© come and ſer; and every one then judge by his 
* own Eyes; otherwiſe he ought not to pretend 
© to judge for thoſe, who know it to be true, A- 
gain, I have publiſhed ſome Inſtances of Relief 
© and Cures, graciouſly vouchſafed to Perſons, in 
* Anſwer to Prayer, under the Operation of the Spi- 
* rit; and I have myſelf, (under acute Pain) been 
© inſtantaneouſly healed of it, upon a Prayer in 
* like Manner. I have had divers Anſwers of o- 
ther Kinds given me, by Iſſues and providential 
Events, forthwith enſuing, Thus, when clear 
Matters of Fact are produced, anſwering the 
* Prayers made under the Operation of a ſuperior 
independent Spirit, would you have us aſcribe 
© the Glory of it, to the Devil? The Conſequen- 
© ces to Religion are too dreadful ! far be it from 
© you, 
* 4. God has been pleaſed to reveal himſelf to 
Man, among divers Manners; in that of Viſion; 
* ſo eminently, that it ſeems ſometimes in Scrip- 
© ture figuratively to repreſent Revelation itſelf. 
* x Sam. iii. 1. Proverbs xxix. 18, And God is ſaid 
© to ſpeak to Men in Viſions, This was not on- 
© ly remarkable in the Old Teſtament ; but in 
© the New we find many Viſions, to the Apoſtles, 
© and others. There are about eight or ten - 
| the 
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* the inſpired in London already, who have Viſions 
* preſented to them by this Spirit; ſome of whom 
© converſe with Angels in thoſe Viſidns; in which 
they ſee alſo, the Lips of the Angels move in Dif: 
© courſe, who take the Perſons by the Hand; and the 
Subject of all theſe Viſtons tends to and concerns 
the approaching glorious Dominion of our Lord 
© on Earth; and the Suppreſſion of the Prevalence 
* of evil Men and Spirits on it. I have already 
declared the Viſions, God has vouchſafed to me, 
carried in them no diſcernable Tincture of a 
* font Spirit; but manifeſt Indications of a pure 
* and holy one, In a Caſe, which cannot lie open 
© ts Demonſtration, or outward Evidence, it muſt 
* ſuffice for me to ſay, that I never in my Life 
© {aw an Apparition, or had any Sort of Viſion, 
© until this Condition befel me; nor did I ever 
* converſe with thoſe who ſaid they had; nor did 
Jever read any of the Tratts, which inſiſt up- 
© on ſuch Things; ner had any of my Relations, 
(that I know of) ſuch Diſcoveries, or pretended 
* to them. Furthermore; ſince the State I am 
under began, I never had one of the Viſions that 
are in Print, nor that came upon me, while I 
was thinking in that Kind; fo that my Imagi- 
nation, (I am fure) did not concur to frame and 
produce them; but they came ſeverally with Sur- 
* priſe, and went away ſoonerthanthey would have 
done, if I could have retained them; for they have 
always hitherto brought a Satisfaction and Delight, 
* which I regretted the ſpeedy Loſs of, — What 
* Power an evil Spirit may have to repreſent ſuch, 
is above my Comprehenſion I have not been a- 
ble to obſerve any Footſteps of a defiling Nature 
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in them, any ways vitiating my Fancy, or excit- 
ing {inful Pathons: on the contrary, they impreſt 
me with an Awe and Reverence of the divine 
* Majeſty; they repreſented no Trifles ; the Ima- 
ges of the Things, were very diſtin&, without 
* Mixture of Confuſion, as in Dreams ; the Fi- 
* gures were lively, and carried in them Charac- 
* ters, moſt ſignificant. of the Meaning conveyed 
* by them; which 1s expreſt in the ſecond Book of 
* Warnings: In fine, they did leave on my Soul 
' © conſtantly, (for ſome Days enſuing) a Tincture 
* diſpoſing it to the Fear and Love ot God; and as 
© he knows it, I dare not aſcribe the ſame to an 
© evil Spirit. With what Face therefore, we can, 
(before an all-ſeeing Judge) divulge to the 
* World, that Things came to us by a Familiarity 
© with the Devil, I cannot conceive, and of Con- 
* ſequence dare not do 1t.—— 4 
F. The Gift of Languages was the ſole one, 
© that we find recorded, to attend the viſible De- 
© ſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles; and 
thereby ſeems to have a peculiar Stamp of di- 
vine Communication upon it. There are four 
© or five of our Number, who have received ſmall 
Earneſts of this Gift; ſuch however, as will ap- 
* pear on Examination, to be the real Infuſions 
© of that Spirit, which moves on us. 

We add; that the Spirit inſiſting chiefly and 
© forcibly, upon the great Duties of ſincere and 
© fervent Love to God and Man; and drawing all 
Parties among us into an actual Union; that 
ſilences all Variance about Party-Opanions; and 
brings the ſeveral Secs, into ene Bond of Aﬀe- 
Aion under itſelf; doth thereby give us another 
; * Inſtance, 
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ſt Inſtance, wherein it ſavours not of infernal 
le Qualities; but rather of that holy uniting Spi- | 
a rit, which animated the primitive Chriſtians ; 
it ; and proceeds of that God, who is Love itſelf, | 
A and the common Ceutre ot Union to Men: A Spi- 1 
_ *rit, exhorting its Adherents to Seli-denial, in = 
qd * worldly Advantages of all Sorts; and inducing -n =_ 
of them, the real Practice of it: A Spirit, which | 
al takes away the Occaſions of Pride in Man; aud | 
re * by various Ways of its Operations, tends to a- il 
a8 * baſe him thoroughly; as is obvious to thoſe who q 
n * are well acquainted with its Procedure: A Spi- 1 
n, * rit, which gratifies not the particular Corrupti- 
he * ons, and ſinful Infirmities of its Followers; but, 1 
ty ; on the contrary, with Tealouly reprimanding; | 
n- | * puts them upon repeated Performance ot the op- 
polite Virtue ; a Spirit never injuring the Body | 
e, * where it reſides; but often known, by its Ope- 
e- * rations to relieve the incumbent Griets of it. i 
ad * To thoſe who know theſe Things, and who | 
li- * are conſcious of its holy Influence on their 1 
ur Hearts in general; and who, appealing to the 4 
ill * omniſcient Eye, can ſay, it has drawn them in- | 
ap- to ſtronger Engagements with him, it is very | 
ns difficult, and next to impoſlible, for them to | 
* own that Spirit for the Devil ——And as hither- | 
ud to I am aflured of its good Effects above-men- if 
nd * tioned; fo while they continue witneſſed by | 
all and felt in my own Sonl, I ſhall rather incur | 
nat * the Diſpleaſure of all the World, than God's, by qi 
nd * charging them on the Devil. | | 
ge- * I could add, that the general Import of this N 
ler * prophetic Voice, is conſonant to what. the holy ſl : 
ce, Men of old ſpake, when moved, over- ruled, or 1 
* enfor- 1 


ng 
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< enforced by the Holy Ghoſt ; that the Expoſiti- 


* ons it has given of a Multitude of Scriptures of 
the Old and New Teſtamont, do highly advance 
the Glory of God on Earth. — I could add, that 
© it is the Intereſt of the Devil, to keep the World 
© in a fatal Security, like that it was under, in 
the Days of Noah and Lot; and as our Saviour 
* ſaid it would be, in like Manner, in the Day 
* when the Son of Man ſhould he revealed. But 
* a Voice alarming and calling aloud to awake, 
* becaufe the Lord is at Hand; and thereby excit- 
ing to the ſame Duties, which St. Peter, in his 
© Epiſtles, exhorts to, from the like Argument, 
* (mentioning that his beloved Brother Faul alſo 
had in all his Epiſtles, inſiſted on the ſame Things) 
* doth not ſeem to me, to ſide with the Devil. 

* And now, inftead of enumerating many other 
© concurrent Evidences, (which I could yery 
* readily dp) to ſhew the Characters of this Inſp1- 
© ration, (inconſiſtent with the Imputation of its 
being from below, and irreconcileable to the 
Agency of infernal Demons, ) I am ſenſible, that 
© it is but ſpeaking to the wilfully Deaf, and ſhew- 
© ing Colours to the Blind: For, ſay they, the 
© Particulars he has recited, are but the Parts of 
© the golden Dream; there is nothing in the Facts 
© recounted, real; he hears, and ſees, and knows, 
and finds in his Heart, this, and that, and the 


other, but it is all Deluſion. — So one Anſwer 


© will ever ſerve for Matters of this Nature 
© There needs no more Reaſoning, than juſt to re- 
cite the Word Deluſion, for a Confutation of all 
* Pretences to a ſupernatural Diſcovery fromGod : 


* altho* they can allow it more eaſily from the 


Devil. 
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Pevil.— Therefore I ſhall proceed no further in 


* reſpe& to others; but for us who know the Facts 


© herein recited to be true, they are concluſive, 


that they cannot emerge from the evil One. 

III. The next Thing is, to make it evident, be- 
vond all reaſonable Doubt, that this Buſineſs of 
pretended Inſpiration, was wholly a Scene, either 
of Impoſture, or Delafion, or overheated Imagiua- 
tr0u, or a Mixture of them all. 

And, the Proofs of this are ſo many, that it 
would require a Volume to {ay all that might be 
offered to this Purpoſe. If you would acquaint 
yourſelf with what has been wrote, tending to 
make it appear, that theſe Prophets were not what 
they pretended to be, you may conſult a Caveat 
againſt new Prophets, by Dr Edmund Calamy ; 
together with bis K:{{:Ainns on Sir Richard Bulk- 
ley's. Aufme:. to eral Treatiſes, on the Subjeft of 
the new Propfets; the Sceus of Deluſion opened, by 
Charles OWwWen; be pirit of Enthufeaſiu exorciſed, 
ky Dr. Hicks; e Hiftory of Montaniſm, by a Lay- 
Gentleman; th: new. Preteuders to Prophecy exa- 
miged, by N. Spinckes; aud, the Vinatcation of 
the ancient Fropheis, againſt the Freteuſuons of the 
new Ones, by Bithop Hoadly. 

Deſigned Brevity will allow me to take Notice 
only of one Thing in general; and that is, the 
palpable Failures of their Predictions; and this, in 
thoſe very Articles, they have made the grand 
Tefts of the Trial of their Spirit. 

That Spirit, which in plain and expreſs Terms, 
with great Feremptorineſs, and in the moſt abſo- 
lute Manner, pred: the coming to pals any great 
and remarkable Events, within a certain ſpecified 

limited 
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limited Time, and they come not to paſs, cannot 
be of God. This is a criterion God himſelf has given 
us in the Scripture, to try the Spirit of Prophecy 
by ; ſee Dent. xvii. 21, 22. And if thou ſay in 
thine Heart, how ſhall we know the Word which the 
Lord bath not ſpoken © When a Prophet ſpeaketh in 
the Name of the Lord, if the T hing follow not, nor 
come to paſs, that is the Thing which the Lord hath 
ot ſpoken, but the Prophet hath ſpoken it preſumptu= 
ouſly : thou ſhalt not be afraid of him, Making 
this Text the Rule of Judgment, theſe Prophets 
cannot be allowed to be true ones: And it is the 
more reaſonable, to make Trial of them by this 
Rule, becauſe they themſelves have put the Proof 
of their Miſhon, upon the Fulfilment of their 
Predictions. 

You are doubtleſs ſo far acquainted with the 
Hiſtory of theſe Prophets; as to know that the 
great Thing pretended by their Spirit was, to give 
Warning of the near Approach of the Kingdom of 
God, the happy Times of the Church, the millennium 
State, Their Meſſage was, and they were to pro- 
claim it as Heralds to the Jews, and every Nation 
under Heaven, beginning firſt in England ; their 
Meſſage was, that the grand Jubilee *; the ac- 
ceptable Year of the Lord; the Accompliſhment 
of thoſe numerous Scriptures, touching the new 
Heavens and the new Earth; the Kingdom of the 
Meſhah ; the Marriage of the Lamb; the firſt 
Reſurrection, or the new Feruſulem deſcending 
from above, was now even at the Door ; that this 
great Operation was to be wrought, on the Part of 
Man, by ſpiritual Arms only, proceeding _ 

tne 


* See Lacy's Preface to his Cry to the Deſart. 
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the Mouths of thoſe, who ſhould by Inſpiration, 
or the mighty Gifts of the Spirit, beſent in great 
Numbers, to labour in the Vineyard; that this 
Miſſion of his Servants ſhould be witneſſed to, by 
Signs and Wonders from Heaven, by a Deluge of 
Judgments on the Wicked univerſally thronghout 
the World, as Famine, Peſtilence, Earthquakes, Fire 
from Heaven, Darkneſs, Tempeſts ; that the exter- 
minating Angels, ſhould root out the Tares, and 
there ſhould remain upon the Earth only good 
Corn; and the Works of Men being thrown down, 
there ſhould be but one Lord, one Faith, one 
Heart, and one Voice among Mankind. And 
theſe Prophets declare, there 1s this Difference 
between them, and ſome other People making 
the like high Pretence, that the Burden and Proof 
of their Commiſhon * will take Place, over all 
the World, in a ſhort Space of Time; yea, that 
all theſe great Things they ſpeak of, wiLL BE 
MANIFEST OVER THE WHOLE EARTH, 
WITHIN THE SHORT TERM OF THREE 
YEARS ; and they own, that if nothing ſhould ap- 
pear viſibly, of the predicted Diffuſion of Gifts and 
Graces immediate, and of the Signs and Wonders 
judicial from Heaven; that they are in an Error, 
and an Error that will not only ſoon appear, 
but ſoon alſo vaniſh of itſelf. Nay, ohn Lacy, 
Eſq; oneof the Prime of theſe Prophets in England, 


finiſhes the Preface to the third and laſt Part of his 


IWarnings, with theſe remarkable Words ||. This 

* Volume being. the Completion of them, (i. e. his 

* Warnings) IF WITHIN $Ix MoN THS Now 

"PY 

* Lacy's Preface, Page 22. compared with 21. 4 See the 
ſame Page, | See Page 8. of the Preface. 
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© FO COME, the mighty Fower of God doth not 
© atteſt they were from him, I {hall before all the 
World, acknowledge my Delufion : Witneſs my 
Hand, this 29th of October. 1707. John Lacy. 

The bare Relation of theſe Things, to us who 
have lived ſo many Years, beyond the Time ſpe- 
cified for the taking Place of ſuch aſtonifning E- 
vents, is the fulleſt Proof imaginable, ot the Va- 
nity of the Pretences of theſe Prophets to the true 
Spirit of Inſpiration. | 

But the moſt remarkable Failure, was in the 
Prediction of the Reſurrection of Dr. Emes, one 
of the new Prophets at London; who was taken 
ill about December 4th, 1707. and died December 
22d, and was buried December 25th, in Bunbill- 
fields, London. 

As you are, perhaps, unacquainted with this 
Story, and not under Advantages to come to the 
Knowledge of it, it may be a Gratification to 
vou, if I preſent you with an Abſtract *-of the 
Prop heſies of jeveral of theſe Prophets, under the 
immediate Inſpiration of the Spirit, relating to 
the Reſurrection of the Doctor's Body from the 
Grave. 

It is as follows: 

December 5th, 1707. J. L. under the Operati- 
tion of the Spirit, addreſſes himſelf to the Doctor 


at his own Houſe, in thoſe Words; If I com- 


mand thy Life away, yet I will reſtore it again 
© here, even in this Houſe thou {halt return to 
thy Dwelling again.” 

| December 


* Theſe Propheſies are at large in Spincks's New Pretenders 
to Propbeſy examined, at the End, 
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December 6th, J. Potter, under Inſpiration of 
the Spirit, {peaks to the Doctor; © if thou dieft, I 
will raiſe thee. —T will fulfil all thoſe Promiſes 
made unto thee.” 

December 22d, being the Day after the Doctor's 
Death, Anna Maria Ning, in a public Aſſembly, 
under Inſpiration, faid; © Here are ſome doubt- 
© tul, whether all will come to paſs, as my Ser- 
© vants have ſpoken, becauſe of one Thing; but 
do you think that Death can hinder ? For tho 
my Servant dies, have I not ſaid, I will raiſe 
© the Dead by the Hand of my Servant? — Per- 
* haps you think my Servants were in an Error, 
* when they ſpake that ; but I aſſure you they 
© were not.----More marvellous Things than this 
* ſhall come to paſs in a little Time, ſuch as ne- 
ver have been yet. 

December 25th, being the Day in which the 
Doctor was buried, J. Potter, under Inſpiration, 
delivered himſelf thus, Remember this Day, I 
will make an extraordinary beginning; I will 
© give now, undeniable Proof, that this is my 
* Word —The reſtoring of the Blind, healing of 
© the Sick, raiſing the Dead, Hhall decide it, after 
* ſome Months being interred; —— By the ſame 
© Power that I have raiſed ſeſus, will I raiſe that 
Body now aſleep —— Here this Prophet fell 
back in his Chair, and cried out, Oh, Lord! 
God anſwered, what would you:that I fay unto 
you? By another, Lord.” Then he tell back- 
ward to the Ground and lay ſilent. Whereupon, 
Anna Maria King was inſtantly ſeized by the Spi- 


rit, and ſaid; © Regoice greatly, O my Children! 


” 


By the Hands of my Servant La, Iwill 
G * raile 
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© raiſe the Body of my Servant that is now dead. 
£ He, I fay, ſhall ariſe, and fulfil my Teſti- 
© mony.” | 

The ſame Day, J. Fotter, under Inſpiration, 
in the ſame Place, ſaid ; From thy Mouth ſhall 
© be declared the poſitive Day, in which my Ser- 
© vant ſhall be raiſed from the Dead. 

December 28th, F. Potter, was for along while 
under violent Agitations, and laboured greatly, 
with great Strugglings in his Throat, and Organs 
of Speech, almoſt as if he were choaking ; and 
uttered ſome inarticulate Sounds, or unintelligi- 
ble Words. Then the Spirit ſaid ; © Did you un- 
. derſtand my Children? --- The Words were pro- 
. nounced, even the Day, in which my Servant 

ſhall riſe. Here the Spirit threw him upon the 
Floor, where he lay ſtretched out as dead, with- 
out Motion or Breathing. After he had been in 
that Manner for ſome Time, the Voice ſaid, © The 
© Operation of my Spirit upon his, (i. e. Docter 
Emes) Body, ſhall cauſe the Earth over him to 
© be looſened. You ſhall not break the Ground; 
no, he ſhall riſe without. By thy, (i. e. Lacy's) 
© Month will I command, and thou ſhalt raiſe 
him. 

December 28th, J. Potter and J. C. paſſing ac- 
cidentally by the Place where Dr. Emes was bu- 
ried, 7 Potter was ſeized with the Spirit, and 
then ſaid ; Thou, my Servant, who leſt inter- 
© red in this Place, ſhall in a few Months ariſe. 
My Child thy Tongue ſhall declare the poſitive 
© Day. 

. 29th, J. C. under the Operation of 
the Spirit, in an Aſſembly, ſpake in French Thus 

in 
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in Engliſh, * My Children, in a few natural 
* Months, youſhall ſee greater Miracles wrought, 
* than I myſelf wrought upon Lazarus You 
* and the Inhabitants of this City ſhall, in a few 
natural Months, ſee (Dr. Emes) my taithful Ser- 
© vant, who has been buried, raiſed in the Pre- 
© ſence of Men. He ſhall come out of his 
Grave, without the Earth being taken away, 
* that lies upon him. He ſhall come forth in the 
© Preſence of Men, and he ſhall untie his Shroud, 


in which he is wrapt. This ſhall not be in Se- 


© cret, it ſhall be in Public. 

December 29th. The Spirit in John Potter, ſays; 
It ſhall be manifeſt that the raiſing of this Body, 
* ſhall be a greater Miracle than that of your 
Lord, when he raiſed Lazarus, Lazarus lay but 
* four Days, but my Servant ſhall lie much 
longer in his Grave: Yes, I ſay, more Months 
© than he lay Days. He ſhall be raiſed fat and 
© lovely, ſo that he ſhall captivate the Affections 
* of the Beholders. Bleſſed are ye that believe. 
* Many are hardened by his Death: They have 
* ſuffered themſelves to be captivated by the De- 
vil: Shall they believe in his Reſurrection? I 
© tell you, no. Yet Thouſands and ten Thouſands 
* ſhall believe thereby. — As he departed in the 
© Belief of his Reſurrection miraculouſly ; as a 
© Reward of his Faith, ſhall he behold himfelf 
alive, in that Room where he departed: And 
* many that there ſaw him dead, ſhall likewiſe 
* ſee him alive. Not one Title of what I have 
declared by this Mouth ſhall fail.” 

At the ſame Time and Place, D. F. nnder the 
Operation of the Spirit, ſaid ; © Becauſe at this 


Day 


| 
l 
| 
: 
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Day I make you great Promiſes, that I will 
© raiſe the Dead; you are ready to murmur, as if 

I had not the ſame Power now, as formerly. 
Fanuary firſt, J. Potter, under the Operation of 
the Spirit, in a great Aſſembly, ſaid; © I have 
© that to declare by this Mouth, ſee that it ſtartle 
you not, ſee that you believe it. Here he fell 
into violent Agitations, and laboured extreamly 
in his Throat, as if he were choaking; and after 
having uttered ſeveral inarticulate Sounds, ſaid, 
* Know ye Day in which my Servant, (i. e. Dr. 
Emes) was interred? Five Months from that 
© Day, the twenty fifth Day of May, thou {halt 
© behold him riſe again. One Month above the 
© Number of Days that Lazarus was in his Grave. 
The very Hour he was put in the Earth he ſhall 
© riſe. Know ye the Day, my Children? A. Yes, 
well. The twenty fifth Day of May: Right, I 
© ſay, ye ſhall ſee him riſe, that is now dead. 
For thy Part, (i. e. Join Potter) by whom I 
* ſpeak, thou ſhalt not laugh until thou beholdeſt 
him: No; thou ſhalt not ſmile. Behold 
© him, (i. e. John Potter) by whom I ſpeak, if you 
© ſee any Sign of Joy fixt on his Viſage, ſay then, 
* the Words were not the Lord's Then 7. Fotter, 
under Inſpiration, ſaid to Mr. Lacy, Fear not, 
my Child, I fay, thou ſhalt appear on the twen- 
* ty fifth Day of May next, in that Ground where 
* my Servant, (i. e. Dr. Emes) lieth. Wait thou 
* there with others of my Children, from twelve 
at Noon to ſix in the Evening. I will ſurround 
you. Angelick Hoſts ſhall guard thee, with thy 
* Companions. ---- Provide no Cloathing for my 
Servant, for he ſhall riſe pure and — 
| * there- 
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© therefore no Shame ſhall attend him, neither 

© ſhall it be efteemed Indecency, for him to walk 

naked unto his Habitation. Remember, remem- 

ber the Day, the Time, obſerve it, from twelve 

© to ſix,----But ere that my Glory {hall aPpPear., 

* Know, the Power of the Devil never extended 
ſo far, as to raiſe the Dead. 

At the ſame Time and Place, J. L. under the 
Operation of the Spirit, faid; That which 
was ſaid by my Servant touching the rai- 
* ſing from the Dead, ſhall be printed: That 
* only which was ſaid by him, (pointing to 7. 
P. — v7) with what was ſaid directly upon the 
* ſame Subject, before that, by any other of my 
* Servants.” N. B. Several other of the inſpired 
have, ſince the aforeſaid Order for printing, bore 
their Teſtimony, under Inſpiration, to the Predicti- 
ons of raiſing the ſaid dead Body at the appointed 
Time. 

What more direct, expreſs Prophecy than this, 
of Dr. Emes's Reſurrection? Nor was it uttered by 
ons of their Prophets only, but by ſeveral ; not by 
Inuendo's, but in the fulleſt and moſt peremptory 
Words. The Day is mentioned, the preciſe Day, 
the twenty-fifth of May, 1708 : The Circumſtan- 
ces are declared, the 'Time of the Day, the Man- 
ner how, the Perſon by whom, and the like. 

Wherein therefore conld there have been a 
greater Inſtance of Deluſion, than the total Fai- 
lure of this Prediction ? It certainly appears from 
hence, that theſe Prophets were under the Influ- 
ence, either of a bad Spirit, or had their Brains 
heated, to a monſtrous Degree of Infatuation. 
And there 1s the greater Reaſon to ſpeak _ of 

them, 


4 A 4 WI 
* " — 7 , 
* C — . 
— —— ——Z—— 
— — — — _ 
— — — — — 2 — 
- > — 1 — Y 
8 . _ — — 8 — — — * — 
” — — — ＋ - — 1 
— by 
- 


54 A LETTER concerning 


them, becauſe this Miracle of the Doctor's Reſur- 
rection, they publiſhed before-hand to the World, 
as the Teſt of the Truth of their Pretences to di- 
vine Inſpiration. To this Purpoſe are thoſe 
Words of Sir Kichard Bulkley, in his Anſwer to 
ſeveral Treatiſes on the Subject of the Prophets, Page 
87. And here, I doubt not, but the Reader 
© will be well pleaſed, that I tell him, that zhoſe 
FPredictions, of the raiſing the dead Body of Dr. 
Emes, are deciſive Ones; and upon which, the 
© Truth of the Prophets depends. This is the 
more worthy of Notice, becauſe in Page 84. he 
gives this Idea of a deciſive Prediction; viz. that 
wherein the Truth of the Prophet is certainly at 
Kale; and in which, if God doth not atteſt, then 
it was not God that ſpake by the Prophet. He goes 
on. — Nay, I ſuppoſe, I ſhall pleaſe him yet 
more, in bringing it to a ſhorter Period; by ac- 
* quainting him, that the public Atteſtations of 
* Almighty God from Heaven, which are to come 
* within Mr. Lacy's fix natural Months, (and con- 
* firmed by ſix or ſeven other Perſons, under Inſpi- 
© ration) are deciſive alſo; ---- and that I am com- 
* manded by a Meſlage delivered to me, by one 
© of the inſpired, under the Operation of the 
« Spirit, in the following Words; © Be not aſham- 
ed to declare to the World, the Grounds on 
£ which thou believeſt this Voice to be mine,—— 
* Tell the World, that open Miracles, public 4tte- 
* flations from Heaven, ſhall be given this City, be- 
fore May next; otherwiſe thou wilt own the Lord 

© hath not ſpoken by this Voice. 
I need not obſerve it to you, (it is a Thing fo 
well known) that theſe Propheſies of the Doctor's 
Reſur- 
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Refurrection delivered ſo often, and with ſuch 
great Particularity; and all under the Agitations 
and Inſpirations of the Spirit, made a very con- 
ſiderable Noiſe in the Nation: Nay, ſuch was the 
Alarm of this predicted Miracle, on the appoint- 
ed Day of its being wrought, the 25th Day of 
May, 1708. chat the Queens Guard, to prevent 
Diſorders, was poſted in Bunbillfields; where 
were aſſembled together, no leſs than Twenty 
thouſand People ; ſome. no doubt, from one Prin- 
ciple, and others from another; but Multitudes, 
in Expectation of ſeeing the Doctor riſe ſrom his 
Grave: But there he ſtill lies, and will do fo, till 
the Voice of the Arch-Angel ſhall, at the laſt 
Day; awake the Dead, and ſummon them to Judg- 
ment, 

There are ſome Perſons nowliving in New-Eng. 
land, who appeared with the Multitude at Bun- 
hillficlds, on that noted 25th of May, who can te- 
ſtify, that nothing remarkable then happened, 
but fuch a woful Diſappointment to theſe Pro- 
phets, as at once brought them into Diſgrace ; 
and gave ſuch a Check to their Spirit, that there 
has been little or no Appearance of it ſince, 

I could add to what has been ſaid of theſe Pro- 
phets, an Account of the like Spirit, as it has ap- 

eared, in almoſt every Age, from the Days of 
Moſes The Story of the Macic1ans in Egypt, 
is very ſurprizing; and could ſcarce be believed, 
but that it is contained in the Oracles of God *. 

Juſt before the Times of Chriſt, one Theudas 
aroſe, who boaſted he was Somebody tf, and led 
away about four hundred Perſons, under the Shew 


of 
* Exodus from vii. Chapter. + Acts v. 36. 
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of prophetic Lights and Revelations, Signs and 
Wonders. 

And this fame enthuſiaſtic Spirit, was, proba- 
bly, revived in Fudas of Galilee *, who drew much 
People after him, in the Days of the Taxing. 

Next comes, Simon Magus, in the Days of the 
Apoſtles; who, with his Sorceries, bewitched the 
People of Samaria, to whom they all gave Heed, 
from the leaſt to the greateſt, ſaying; 4 his Man 
is the great Fower of God f. He aſſumed the 
Character of a divine Perſon, and by his magical 
Deluſions, tempted the People to think he was 
aged by the eternal Spirit. He ſo far prevailed 
in Rome, as that he was adored as a God. ; 

Before the Death of the laſt Apoſtle, flouriſh- 


ed Cerinthus, a Diſciple of Simon Magus, a mighty 


Pretender to Inſpiration and angelic Viſions, Eu- 
ſebius obſerves it of him, That by Revelation, 
* he delivered monſtrous Things, feigning them 
© to have been revealed to him by Angels.“ He 
taught not only that Chriſt would have a tempo- 
ral Kingdom, but that Men ſhould ſpend a thou- 
ſand Years, in a nuptial Feſtivity, 

In the next Age, the ſecond Century, aroſe 
Montanus; who had no ſooner embraced the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, but his great Auſterities of Life, made 
him to be taken notice of, and to be had in Eſteem 
among many of the moſt zealous (but indiſcreet) 
Chriſtians. And as he had a Zeal extraordinary 
for that holy Religion, into which he was bapti- 
zed, he would needs ſet up for a mighty Reform- 
er in the Church; but wanting Solidity of Judg- 
ment and Coolneſs of Thought, he was apt to be 

riven 


* Als v. 37. + Ach vii. 9, 10. || Beok 3. Chap. xxix, 
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driven by every Impulſe that ſeized him : And if 
it ſeemed but to have a good End, he mattered not 
how ſtrange or how impracticable ſoever it might 
appear. For, as he was indefatigable, in what 
he once undertook to promote, ſo there was likes 
wiſe, ſuch an Opiniativeneſs and Inflexibility in 
his natural Temper, as nothing could ever bend: 
Which, as it came to be directed towards religious 
Matters, was eaſily taken by a great many for Chri- 
ſtian Fortitude and Faith, Montanus having thus 
got a Reputation of no mean Sanctity, by his ex- 
traordinary Way of living, and his Zeal for the 
Eſtabliſhment of the Churches, according to the 
moſt perfe& Model ; he thereupon gave too much 
Way to the Surprize of the grand Adverſary, by 


a diſorderly Ambition after the Dignities of the + 


Church; tho' not with any evil Deſign, poſſibly, 
at firſt; but that he might thereby be in a Capa- 
city, as he thought, of ſerving the Church and 
Spouſe of Chriſt, with greater Advantage, (i. e.) 
by bringing back thoſe, that ſhould be under his 
Charge, to their firſt Love, and ſtrengthning the 
Things that were ready to die. But the Serpent 
quickly inſinuated himſelf under this Diſguiſe ; 
poſſeſſing him of a ſtrange Spirit, inſtead of the 
true Spirit of God: Which Spirit, ſeizing him on 
a Sudden, was wont to agitate him, juſt as if he 
were a diſtracted Perſon: And he continued all 
the while, (that the Spirit thus ated in him) 
without the Uſe of his Reaſon; and had, they 
ſay, no Command over his own Members and 
Organs. In which par-ecſtatic Fits, he uttered a 
World of new and ſurprizing Things; but with 
little or no Connection: For it appears from what 

| Accounts 
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Acconnts we have remaining of him, that his pre- 
tended Inſpirations were after a very roving and 
abrupt Manner, ſomewhat imitating indeed the 
Loftineſs of the prophetic Stile of the divinely 
inſpired, and ſometimes even ſtriving to exceed 
them, but falling vaſtly ſhort, as the beſt Judges 
of Antiqnity did at that Time determine. — He 
was originally one of the ſtrict Sect of the Eu- 
cratitæ or the Apaſtolick; had appeared moſt zeal- 
ous for the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Church; 
and continued a moſt diligent Obſerver of all its 
Diſcipline, therein ſtriving to excel every one 
beſides —He was a mighty Stickler for reſtoring 
the decayed Spirit and Life of Chriſtianity ; but 
eſpecially was he addicted to great Mortification, 
Separation and Abſtraction, for the purifying of 
the Soul ; that 1t might be capable thereby, to 
receive the Spirit, as a conſtant vivitying and in- 
forming Principle, and ſo be made conſequently 
Pneumatical, or transformed into the Nature of 
the Spirit—The Doctrine he preached, was, in 
the general, unexceptionable. They that reject- 


ed his Enthuſiaſm, could not deny but that he 


was ſound in the main Articles of Faith. No 
Wonder that a Preacher ſo regular in his Lite, 
and orthodox in Faith, ſhould at firſt be followed 
by many ſober and ſincere Chriſtians; and the 
Wonder 1s the leſs, as he now made great Preten- 
ces to Viſions and Revelations. Several of the 
weaker Sex excited by his high Pretenſions, and 
believing in him, were ſeized alſo by the ſame 
Spirit that acted in him. Among theſe the moſt 
eminent, were Priſcilla and Maximilla, Theſe 
were both married Women, but became now 

great 
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great and zealous Contenders, it ſeems, for the 
Life of Virginity ; for no ſooner were they touch- 
ed by the Power in Montanus, and filled with his 
Spirit of Prophecy; but immediately they le.t 
their Huſbands, as holding the State of Matrimo- 
ny not to be conſiſtent with that high Dignity 1n 
the Church of God, whereunto they now belie- 
ved themſelves to be called. They fancied with 
themſelves, that they were henceforward to be 
eſpouſed to none but Chriſt alone, being looſed 
from the Law of the firſt Huſband, after the Fleſh. 
Priſcilla was ſo eminent for her Propheſies, and in 
ſuch Eſteem among the Diſciples of this new Diſ- 
penſation, as that they gave to her, no leſs than 
to Montanus himſelf, the Title of Puraclet; as 
ſuppoſing hers, as well as his, to be an higher De- 
gree of Inſpiration, than that f the very Apoſiles; 
through the Holy Ghoſt deſcending into her, and per- 
ſonally, as it were, uniting himſelf with her, by 
Means of the Renovation of her Nature, and 
Reſtoration to the paradiſaical State of Virginity : 
So that being made a paradiſaical Virgin, as was 
pretended; ſhe was now arrived to the perfect 
State, and was thereupon to be — again 
into Paradiſe, and into the New- Jeruſulem, where- 
of ſne imagined that ſne had the real Sight, and 
that it actually deſcended from Heaven, into the 
Place which they had choſen for their Reſidence, 
even Pepuza, the Seat of their Patriarch. Here, 
they ſay, the Lord appeared to her in great Glory, 
and eſpouſed himſelf to her, conterring upon her 
the Gift of the heavenly Wiſdom, as the Seal and 
Pledge of the future Conſummation. Afier this, 
all her Dictates were taken for Oracles, and as 
the 
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the very Voice of Chriſt himſelf; and they were 
ſeveral, both Men and Women, who, (being 
warned by the Spirit, ſpeaking through her 
Mouth) conſecrated themſelves by certain Rites 
and Ceremonies; and from her Name were cal- 
led Priſcillians. 

Maximilla was nothing inferior to her Siſter 
Propheteſs—She was indowed with the like Spi- 
rit ; propheſied of the pouring forth of the laft 
maps upon the World, and that ſoon after 

er Departure out of it, there ſhould be ſuch 
dreadful] Calamities as never had been before, 
from the Foundation of the World ; — that ſhe 
was one of the laſt Witneſſes of Truth ; — and 
that whoever heard not the Voice of the divine 
Paraclet ſpeaking by her, could not expect to en- 
ter into the Kingdom of our Lord. — That the 
End of all Things was at Hand, and after her 
there was to be no more any Propheteſs. Ter- 
tullian, one of the moſt learned of the Fathers, 
gave into the Notions of theſe Montaniſis, and was 
a ſtrenuous Aſſerter and Publiſher of them. 
They had very violent Agitations, and often fell 
into Extaſies. They were generally ſup- 

ſed to have had in them, ſomething beyond a 
— natural Enthuſiaſm; that ſome Spirit, good 
or evil, managed the Springs of many of their 
Actions, they were ſo unaccountable. Whatever 
they ſpake in their extatic Fits, was reckoned, 
by their Friends, to be ſpoken by Revelation, 
and that there was no Room to doubt of it —— 
They became very numerous, and made a great 
Noiſe z and continued for a conſiderable wy 
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but at length diſappeared and dwindled away *. 
Now came on the Perſecution of Chriſtians; 
by Means whereof, being driven into the Wil- 
derneſs, for Security of their Lives, they ſoon, 
many of them, become Viſionaries. St. Jerom, 
writing the Lives of ſeveral of them, draws up 
{ſpiritnal Romances : We have Viſions, Revela- 
tions, and Miracles at every Turn; diſcourſes 
with Monſters, and what not ? © And ſomething 
very peculiar, might, (ſays Dr. Calamy in his 
* Caveat, Page 42.) for ought I know, befal ſome 
© of thoſe firſt Founders of a monaſtic Life; for 
* the Warning of all the Ages that followed, to 
* beware of an enthuſiaſtic Spirit, as they would 
* not he led by it, into the utmoſt Extravagance. 
About the Year of our Lord 600, appeared Ma- 
homet, through whom as the Inſtrument, was ef- 
fected one of the greateſt, (religious as well as 
political) Revolutions, that ever happened in the 
World: In order to which, it is true, he made 
uſe of Force and Arms; but the Accompliſhment 
of his Deſigns, was, I am clearly ſatisfied, as 
much owing to the Power of Enthuſiaſm, as the 
Power of the Sword. It is plain from the beſt 
Account of Mahomet, that he was a great Viſio- 
nary ; that he ſet up to be a Reformer of Abuſes 
and Corruptions , that he pretended to build, 
both his Million and Doctrine upon the very 
Foundation of Chriſt and his Apoſtles; that he 
erſuaded his Followers, that he came not to de- 
— either the Law or the Goſpel, but to fulfil 
them 


* See the Hiftory of Montaniſm, from whence this Account 
is chiefly extracted, and where this Matter is fully handled, 
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them both; and that he gave himſelf out to be no 
more than a Reviver of the moſt ancient Religion, 
whereby the Patriarchs walked with, and had the 
familiar Communion of God and his Angels. 
This was the Manner of his firſt ſetting out, 


which took wondertully with vaſt Multitudes of 


all Sorts, who were preſently betwitched with 
that ſtrange Power and Authority which appear- 
ed in him ; — eſpecially when they beheld him 
agitated ſo violently, that he often appeared to 
lie as one dead : Which was attributed by him, 
to the Majeſty of the divine Preſence over-pour- 


ing his Nature, or, at leaſt, to the Luſtre of ſome 
great Angel, then converſing with him. For, in 


theſe Paroxyſms, it was ordinary for him to fan- 
cy, that he had an intimate Communion with 
the heavenly Objects; and that he heard God, 
the Angels, and the bleſſed Saints diſcourſe with 
him very familiarly. When he came out of them 
he was pertectly as other Men, and then repert- 
ed what ſtrange Things had paſled with him, 
during that Time, He gave very ſurprizing Ac- 
counts of the other World; of Heaven and Hell; 
and Paradiſe; of a certain middle Region for 
Souls, which he called Araf; of the Reſurrection 
and Day of Judgment, of the uniting of all Reli- 
gions before the End of the World, and the com- 


Ing again of Chriſt to that Purpoſe : And he made 


very good Exhortations to Holineſs, Righteouſ- 
neſs and Temperance; to Charity alſo, Reſig- 
nation, Humility, and all Sorts of Virtues; and, 
above all, to an intire Faith in God, and De- 
endance on his revealed Will, Immediatel 


efore he fell into any of his extatic Fits, 1 
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ſaid, always to have pronounced theſe Words, 
In the Name of God, merciful and gracious : And 
Juſt as he came out of them, he uttered again the 
very ſame Words, as the Seal of all that was by 
him then ſeen and heard. He was yet ſuſpected 
of Impoſture by ſome, even from the Beginning; 
but being charged with it, he not only denied it, 
but ſolemnly appealed to God for the Truth of 
his Miſſion, and challenged thoſe, who made the 
Objection, to diſcover, if they could, the leaſt 
Flaw againſt his Integrity in this Affair. He ac- 
knowledged he was a ſimple Man, without Let- 
ters, and of no Capacity to underſtand a great 
Deal, even of his own Revelations; and no more 
than a weak Inſtrument, taken up of God for the 
manifeſting his Power and Glory to the World: 
But he ſtrongly inſiſted on his Sincerity and Ve- 
racity, proteſting that there was nothing of his 


own Spirit and Will, that intermixt itſelf in this 


Matter; but that he was herein, purely actuated 
by an Agent without and above himſelf, that 
commanded him ſo and ſo, and from whoſe Di- 
Gates he did not vary the leaſt Title. For, even 
ſome that held him to be inſpired, ſaid, that there 
wasa Mixture nevertheleſs, in his Inſpirations ; and 
that he had not faithfully delivered them, Juſt as 
he received them, but had made himſelf, or ſuf- 


fered others to make, ſome Alterations and A- 


mendments, which might ſeem to him or them 
for the better. Wherefore in one of his Inſpira- 
tions, God himſelf is introduced, commanding 
him to vindicate himſelf in this Matter.——There 
never was any Prophet, true or falſe, that made 
greater Proteſtations of his Sincerity, or more ſo- 


lemn 
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lemn Appeals tothe divine Majeſty, to juſtify the 
Truth, either for or againſt him. There are a- 
bundance of Paſſages to this Purpoſe, among his 


Inſpirations, which it would be as endleſs as 


needleſs to tranſcribe. Several Times he calls 
God and the holy Angels to witneſs, that there 
was no Impoſture, either in the Whole, or in any 
Part of what he had declared in the Name and 
Perſon of God; nay, ſometimes God himſelf is 
brought in ſwearing to the Truth thereof; or elſe 
an Angel is made to confirm the ſame by an 
Oath, and ſolemnly hereupon to abjure all the 
Creatures, both in Heaven and Earth. More- 
over his Fits of Inſpiration and Agitations were 
ſuch, as could not well be counterteited ; yea, 
perhaps, not at all : And thence as many as did 
not believe, generally imputed the ſame, not to 
Art, but Nature; not to mere Contrivance and 
Farce, but to a real Diſeaſe, and an irreſiftable 
Attack upon the Brain: However, they ſuppoſed 
he might make his Advantage of it, by pretend- 
ing the ſame to be ſupernatural and from Heaven. 
— From his violent ſhaking Fits, and falling 
down hereupon as in a Trance, they that reaſon- 
ed about it; coneluded it muſt be no other than 


the M:rbus Sacer, and that he was ſtrictly an epi- 


leptical Enthuſiaſt. There was a World of Mi- 
racles reported of him, for Confirmation of his 
Doctrine and Miſſion; but the Truth is, he him- 
ſelf never ſeems to have inſiſted much upon 
them, but always to have appealed to the Inſpi- 
rat ions themſelves; even challenging not only 
the Heathen Idolaters, but the Jews alſo, and the 
Chriſtians, to produce any that were comparable 
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to theſe: And accordingly the Collection of theſe 
hath ever ſince to this Day, been conſtantly 
eſteemed, among the Mahometans, as a Miracle 
of Miracles —There are a Multitude of Viſions 
reported of him, in Imitation of the great Pro- 
Phets and Apoſtles of God z but as giving him a 
Super iority over them all: As particularly, ot his 
being tranſported above all Heavens, upon a pe- 
culiar Animal or Checub; to receive his Commiſ- 
ſion, immediately from the Mouth and Hand of 
God, without the Intervention of any ſubordi- 
nate Spirit, how high ſoever. He is {aid not on- 
Iy to have had a View of the new Feruſulem a- 
bove, but of all the ſeven Heavens, and the Glo- 
ries thereof, and of all the ſeven Earths anſwering 
thereto, with the Beauties thereof; and of all the 


ſupreme Paradiſe of God, comprehending within 


it{elf all theſe: Alſo in the World of Darkneſs, 
of the ſeven Gates of Hell, and of thoſe that en- 
ter thereby, together with the moſt majeſt ical 
Scenes of the Reſurrefion, and the Day of Judg- 
ment; the Deſcription of which laſt, as given by 
him, is indeed moſt auguſt and magnificent, And 
it may ſeem hard to think, that a mere Hypo- 
crite ſhould be ever able to counterfeit ſuch. But, 
bowever it was, moſt unqueſtionable it is, that 
the thinking Perſons of that Age were extremely 
divided about him, and about this his new. (pre- 
tended) Diſpenſation or Revelation. Some con- 
cluded, that all muſt be a mere Cheat from the 
Beginning to the End, and that Mahomet was a 
is . Anuave, and had no other Deſign in the 
orld, but to make himſelf a ſoverergn. Prove, 
and to immortalize, by ſuch an Ivention as this, 
I his 
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his Name and Family to all Poſterity. - Q- 
thers ſaid, all was but the Effect of a mere natu- 
ral Enthuſiaſm, and that there was a Vein of 
Poetry and Prophecy, without any adventitious 
Help, running through him: — But others main- 
tained, that there was certainly ſomething ſuper- 
natural in it, and that was above the Power of 
Imagination or Diſeaſe; of a poetical Genius, or 
an innate prophetic Eveſter, (as they call that 
natural Divination, which riſes out of the Spirit 
of the World only;) yet, what this ſhould be, 
they were much divided among themſelves ; 
ſome thinking that he was a Conjurer, Sorcerer, 
or W1zard ; others, that he was a Perſon poſſeſt 
of the Devil, and a true Energumen, or, at leaſt, 
one obſeſſed by him, if not both.——But there 
were Multitudes, who efteemed him a true Pro- 
phet, and that was from God, (in a moſt wonder- 
ful Manner) that he had his Viſions, was thrown 
into his Trances, and had his Revelations “. 
His pretended Revelations he put into ſeveral 
Chapters, the Collection of which makes up his 
Koran, which is the Bible of the Mahometans. 
The Original of this Book, he taught them was 
laid up in the Archives of Heaven, and that the 
Angel Gabriel, brought him the Copy of it, Chap- 
ter by Chapter, according as Occaſton required 
they ſhould be publiſhed to the People. The 
main Arguments he made uſe of to delude Men 
into this Impoſture, beſides his Viſions and ange- 
lic Revelations, were his Promiſes and his Threats, 
His Promiſes were chiefly of Paradiſe ; which he 
{o cunniagly framed to the Guſt of the Arabians, 


as 


* See Hiſtory of Montaniſm, from Page 321, 
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as to make it totally conſiſt in thoſe Pleaſures, 
which they were moſt delighted with, i. e. the 
Lufts of the Fleſh: For they were exceedingly gr 
ven to the Love of Women. And whereas he 
had been often perplexed at Mecca, with Que- 
ſtions, and Objections, and Diſputes, he forbacꝭ 
all Manner of diſputing about his Religion; and 
that he might be {ure to have no more of it, made 
it Death for any one, in the leait to contradict, 
or oppoſe any of the Doctrines, which he had 
taught.----And thus in the Courſe of a few Years, 
as ridiculous an Impoſture as ever was invented, 
obtained in many Countries; yea, overſpread a 
great Part of the World, where it 1s received to 
this Day *, The learned Dr. Caſaubon, ſuppoſes 
that Perſons ſubject to the Epilepſy, are natural- 
Iy liable to ſee Viſions and Apparitions; which 
Phrenſies of their Brain, they are apt to take for 
Realities: And mentions it as a Matter diſput- 
able, whether Mahomet might not himſelf be uns 
der a Deluſion, really thinking that he converſed 
with Angels, and received Revelations; at leaſt, 
at firſt, before he had gone far in that, which 
muſt be looked upon as a groſs Impoſture. But, 
however this be, very juſt and pertinent is the 
Remark, with which he concludes what he offers 
upon Mahomet, viz, * When we conſider with 
* ourſelves ſeriouſly, what theſe Beginnings, which 
began with epileptical Raptures and Extaſies, 
* and ſuppoſed Revelations of Angels, and the 
© like, came to afterwards; it would, it ſhould, 
(LI am ſure) (and to that End I mention him 
here) make Men the more wary, either how 
they 
* Sec Dr. Prideaux Life of Mahomet. ' in” 
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they give Credit to ſuch Fits and Revelations of 
* others, or how themſelves by their Ignorance 
© and Indiſcretions expoſe themſelves to Delu- 
fſion *. 

Much about the ſame Time, that the Mahome- 
tan Impoſture ſpread in the Eaſt, the Superſtiti- 
ons of the Church of Rome prevailed in the Weſt; 
and nothing more contributed to it, than that 
Spirit of Enthuſiaſm, for which they were then 
remarkable, and has appeared among them ever 
ſince, If Popery was not introduced, it was pro- 
pagated by pretended Extaſies, Inſpirations and 
Miracles. The Hiſtories of the Lives of their 
Saints, are full of Revelations, and Viſions, and 
Trances. And whenever any thing was to beun- 
dertaken for the Advancement of the Church, 
any new Doctrine to be broached, or Worſhip 
eſtabliſhed, a Revelation has been coined to di- 
rect and confirm it. This made Way for the Set- 
tlement of Image-Worſhip; for the Doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation, and the Adoration of the Sa- 
crament. In brief, the Komiſh Church has her 
He and We Saints, and both famous for Viſions 
and Revelations, from one Age down to another, 
She can produce an Angelic Carmelite, a St. Ger- 
zrude, a St. Elizabeth of Schonhovin, a St. John of 
Le-Groix, and a Thouſand more, whole Legends 
are as full of Revelations as they can hold. Par- 
ticularly, it we conſult the Lives of the Foun- 
ders of their religious Orders, as St. Francs of 
Aſize, St. Dominick, St. Ignatius Loyola +, we ſhall 
find them full of Extaſies, and Viſtons, Revelati- 

2; | | ons, 

* Gee his Treatife concerning E "thuſiaſm. Page 132. f See 

Payley's critical Dictionary, under theſe Names. 
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ons, and Combats with the Devil, and ſuch like 
Things. What Pity is it, (ſays Dr. Calamy, in 
his Caveat, Page 43.) that we Proteſtants ſhould 
imitate the Romiſh Church in her viſionary Tem- 
per; and therein take Pattern from her! I fear 
we may conclude, that if ſhe once infects us with 
her giddy Spirit of Enthuſiaſm, we ſhall find 
that that will ſoon be followed with her Superſti- 
ons and Idolatries. 

But we have not in all Hiſtory any thing more 
remarakable, than what has happened, ſince the 
beginning of the Reformation from Popery. A- 
bout the Year 1521, there aroſe in Germany, a 
numerous Train of Enthuſiaſts, who affirmed their 
Dreams, Viſions, and Revelations were inſpired 
into them from Heaven, and that the World was 
to be reformed by their Miniſtry ; the Wicked 
to be utterly cut off from the Earth, which af- 
terwards ſhould be governed by . — itſelt. 
Out of theſe ſprung Muncer, whoſe Pretences to 
Inſpiration rendered him famous. Among other 
Things, he affirmed that the Preachers of that 
Time were not ſent of God, but were 1mperti- 
nent Interpreters of Scripture; and that the 
Word was to be learned by the Spirit intrinſical- 
ly, and not out of the Scriptures, nor by any hu- 
man Sugpeſtion : Hereupon he was ac- 
knowledged by his Followers, to be a heavenly 
Prophet, and his Inſpirations were printed, and 
ſoon diſperſed through the Empire.----He aſſerted 
alſo that none but his Followers were true Belie- 
vers; and that all Men's Goods ſhould be com- 
mon.-----He declared it was revealed to him by 
God, that the Empires of the World were to be 
| extir- 
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extirpated, and the Kingdom of Chriſt to be re- 
ſtored - -His extraordinary Pretences to int mate 
Converſe with God, and Revelations from him, 
gained him many Followers, who at length a- 
mounted to eleven Thouſand armed Men, and all 
wholly at his Beck, Making a Speech to theſe 
oor Creatures, that hung upon his Lips, he aſ- 
—4 them, that he did every Thing by a Com- 
mand from God. He promiſed them Help from 
Heaven, and ſure Victory when they came to en- 
gage their Oppoſites: And undertook to receive 
all the Bullets, that ſhould be ſhot againſt them 
in his Coat, without any Harra, When the 
Wretch was at laſt taken, and under Torture, and 
was put in mind of the Multitude of poor Souls, 
of whoſe Ruin and Miſery he had been the Occa- 
ſion, he diſcovered not the leaſt Remorſe. 
Afterwards when ſome of the ſame Crew had 
got the City of Munſter, in Veflphalia, in their 
Poſſeſſion, they uſed frequenty to run about the 


Streets, and cry, Kepent, and be baptized, or the 


Wrath of God will ſpeedily overwhelm you. One 
John Matthew, a celebrated Prophet among them, 
required they ſhould bring all their Goods into 
one common Store; and he ran through the 
Streets with a Pike in his Hand, declaring that 
God the Father had commanded him to drive 
thoſe from the City, who then beſeiged it. As 
he drew near the Camp, he was ſlain in the View 
of many; and tho' he by that, was moſt effectu- 
ally proved a falſe Prophet, yet the People were 
ſtill fo infatuated, as readily to liſten to others of 
the ſame Stamp; and particularly to John of 
Leyden, who ſtept forth and told them, it was * 
veale 
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vealed to him, that his Brother was to have ſuch 
an Exit, —And it was revealed alſo to another 
Prophet, that it was the Will and Command of 


. zheir heavenly Father, that this John of Leyden 


/bould have the Empire of the whole Earth, and poſ- 
eſs the T hrone of his Father David; all other Prin- 
ces being ejefted : Whereupon this John fell upon 
his Knees, with great Modeſty, and lifted np his 
Hands to Heaven, and told the People, that this 
had been known to bim many Days; but that he 
would not ue it, that their Faith might be con- 
firmed, by the Father's uſing another Miniſter. Af- 
ter this he was made King at Munſter, and his Titles 
were the Aing of Juſtice, the King of the new ſe- 
ruſalem. Anipperdolin7, was his chief Miniſter, 
and very officions. He once creeping on the 
Heads of the People, as they ſtood very thick and 
cloſe together in the Market-Place, breathed up- 
on them one after another. ſaying, The Father 
hath ſanctiſicd thee, receive thou the 75% G. 
The Infatuation continued all the while the City 
was beſeiged, tho* Multitudes of them were de- 
ſtroyed. And hen it was taken, thoſe who ſurvived, 
ſtill doted on the ſame Fancies, and expected they 
ſhould have all the World at Command in a very 
little Time: And to pretend to argue with them, 
was to as much Purpoſe, as to reaſon with the Wind, 
In the nent Century, came on the Deluſion which 
was occaſioned by Aotierus, Drabicius, and Poni- 
atovia, who pretended to Viſions and prophetical 
Infpirations. MKotterus's Viſions began in June, 
1616, He fancied he ſaw an Angel in the Form 
of a Man, who commanded him to go, and de- 
clare to the Magiſtrates, hat unleſs the Prople re- 
pented, 
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Pented, the Wrath of God would do terrible Execus 
tion. Tho' he had received this Order ſix Times 
ſucceſſively, he did not execute it. His Paſtor 
and his Friends diſſuaded him from it. But, in 
April, 16 19. believing he law the ſame Spirit, 
which threatned him with eternal Damnation, if 
he kept Silence any longer; he diſcharged his Com- 
miſſion, in a full Aſſembly of Magiſtrates, the 
26th of Auguſt this ſame Year. They laughed at 
him. The Apparitions went on, and were fol- 
lowed with Extaſies and prophetic Dreams. The 
Elector Palatine, declared King of Bohemia by the 
Proteſtants, was concerned in theſe Viſions. 
Aotterus went to him at Breſlau, and declared to 
him his Commiſhon. He went alſo to the Court 
at Brandenburgh. The Viſions and prophetic Re- 
velations of the other two tended to the ſame ge- 
neral Deſign. They were favourably regarded 
by ſeveral good Chriſtians, and ſome worthy Di- 
vines. Among the reſt, the learned Comenius was 
a great Admirer of them, and took unwearied 
Pains to colle& and diſperſe their Predictions. 
The good Man took them to be as truly inſpired of 
God, as any of the Penmen of the holy Scripture: 
And being one that was much affected with the 
Calamities of the Proteſtant Churches 1n his Day, 
and longed with Impatience for their Reſtoration, 
he readily ſucked in whatever came from theſe 
Pretenders. They declared that the Turk was to 
turn Chriſtian, and overthrow the Emperor of Ger- 
many, and the Pope, in a very little Time: And 
by 1680, the Nations, and People of the Earth, 
being reduced into the Lap of the Church, the 
building of the zew Jerujulem was immediately 

to 
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to ſucceed. Theſe Pretenders to Inſpiration 
made a great Noiſe, and occaſioned no ſmall Con- 
fuſion *. 

You have probably heard of Elizabeth Barton, 
an Enzliſh Woman, commonly called the holy 
Maid of Kent, who lived in the Days of Henry 
VIII. She was Subject to Fits, and often fell into 
Trances, which were accompanied with Conval- 
ſions, and ſtrange Motions of Body, in which 
ſhe pretended to Inſpirations and Revelations. 
She lived a regular and very auſtere Life; and 
ſoon got a great Reputation, and was reſorted to, 
by Multitudes of People of all Sorts. Not only 
the Rabble believed her Propheſies, and thought 
her inſpired, but ſome Men of Learning ſet a 
Value upon them. Warham, Arch-Biſhop of 
Canterbury, and Fiſher, Biſhop of Rocheſter. be- 
lieved her to be a Saint, and gave Credit to ker 
Revelations. —She prophetted, that if King Henty 
the Eighth would be divorced from Queen Aut ba. 
rine, and marry another; as he then intended to 
do, he ſhould not reign a Month, In November, 
1553, ſhe was tried and condemned to ſuffer 
Death for this threatning Inſpiration, which was 


« alſo falſe. 
Known alſo is the Story of Hacket, Coppinger, 


and Arthington, in the Days of Queen Elizabeth, 
Hacket was a mighty Man for Revelations, and 
would atteſt the Truth of them with moſt dire- 
ful Oaths and Execrations. He pretended, that 
the principal Spirit of the Mea“ reſted in him. 
Coppinger, who was a Gentleman of good Deſcent, 

K Wag 


* See Bayley's critical Dictionary, where, under the Names 
of theſe Men, you may meet with that which is worth Notice. 
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was his Prophet of Mercy; and Arthington, a Tork- 
ſhire Gentleman, was his Prophet of Judgment. 
Theſe: two proclaimed out of a Cart, in Cheap- 
ſide, that Chriſt was come in Hacket, with his 
Fan in his Hand, to purge the Godly from the 
Wicked; and cried, Repent, England, repent. 
They were all ſeized by the Government, and 
Hacket was hanged. Coppinger ſtarved himſelf 
in Priſon. And Arthington made a Recantation. 
Some have attempted to caſt the Odium of this 
wretched Deluſion on the Puritans in thoſe Days, 
among whom Hacker was very converſant ; but 
Dr. Fuller doth them but 13 in declaring, 
that they as cordially deteſted Hacket's Blaſphe- 
mies, as any of the Epiſcopal Party *. 

There are few but may have heard of Doomſ- 
Day Sedgwick. He received this Name, from his 
pitching on a certain Day for the Commencement 
of the general Judgment, The Day proved very 
ſtormy and tempeſtuous, and remarkable for its 
Thunderings and Lightnings; at which, Multi- 
tudes were ſtartled, becauſe he, (who had a great 
Reputation for his Piety and Probity) had ſo po- 
litively predicted them; but the Fear ſoon diſper- 
ſed, when fair Weather ſucceeded foul, and all 
Things were found to continue as they were be- 


fore, 


Memorable likewiſe is the Story of Mr. Maſon 
in Buckinghamſhire. From a Viſion he had ſeen 
of Chriſt, and by immediate Revelation from 
him, he foretold his Appearance, (of Chriſt) at 
a little Village in that County, called Water-Strat- 

| ford, 

* See Fuller's Church Hiſtory of Brit. Cent. 16. Book 9. P. 
205, 206. 
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ford, to conduct his People from thence to Feru- 
ſalem, and begin the Millennium State: But a- 
bout the very Time he fixed for Chriſt's Appear- 
ance, he unluckily died; and left a large Com- 
pany of poor deluded People behind him, who 
continued together, praying, and dancing, and 
ſinging, Night and Day, in firm Expectation of 
Chriſt's ſudden Appearance among them: But, 
after long waiting to no Purpoſe, they at laſt 
diſperſed *. 

But among all the Enthuſiaſts, that have made 
their Appearance, none ſeemed to have exceeded 
the People called Duakers; eſpecially at their 
beginning. They had indeed the Name of Qua- 
kers given them, from that extraordinary Shaking 


and Ouaking, as tho' they were in Fits of Convul- 


fron , which was formerly common among them. 
It would be endleſs to collect all the particular In- 
ſtances of this Kind; or of thoſe monſtrous Diſ- 
tortions of Body, and loud and hideous Yellings, 
of which, frequent Mention 1s made in the Books 
wrote in thoſe Times. It ſhall ſuffice to ſet down 
one Inſtance, which I met with the Book enti- 
tled, Satan transformed into an Angel of Light 1 
It is a Narration, given by a Miniſter in Eſex, 
to his Friend: And is in the following Words, 
At the earneſt Deſire of ſome Friends, I went 
* with John Ward and Anthony Hunter, to a Meet- 
ing of the deluded Souls called Duakers, After 
* we had fat a while, (all being mute) I aroſe to 
call on God in Prayer, I was no ſooner up, but 


my 


* See the impartial Account of Mr. n Major of Water” 
Stratford, and his Sentiments. It is a Piece worth reading. + 
Sce Vage 297. 
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my Legs tre mbled greatly, ſo that it was ſome 
- Difficuly to ſtand; but after IJ had prayed a 
. ſhort Space, the Trembling ceaſed. While I 
. prayed to God, as Creator, there was little Di- 
ſturbance, but when I cried in the Name of Je- 
. ſus Chrift, — then the Levi roared in theſe de- 
. ceived Souls, in a moſt ſtrange and dreadful 
Manner; ſome howling, ſome ſhrieking, yel- 
ling, roaring, and ſome had a ſtrange confuſed 
Kind of humming, ſinging Noiſe. Such a Re- 
* preſentation of Hell I never heard of; nothing 
but H rror and Confuſion. After I had done 


Prayer, (not opening mine Eyes before) I was 


c 


amazed io ſee about the one Half of theſe miſer- 
able Creatures, fo terribly ſhaken with ſuch vio- 


© lent various Motions, that I wondered how it 
© was pnilible ſome of them could live.“ 

The firſt and great Apoſtle of the Puakers was 
George Fox : He pretended to Viſions and Revela- 
tions, particularly upon a high Mountain in Tor- 
ſhire, where he tells of his receiving his Commiſ- 
ſion to preach, gf his being directed to go to the 
North, and of his having the vaſt Multitudes 
that ſhould be converted by him, viſibly appears 
ing before his Eyes —He made a mighty Shew 
of Religion, and at length his Enthuſiaſm or 
Poſſeſſion aroſe to ſuch an Height, that he declar- 
ed himſelf to be Chriſt, the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life, yea, the eternal Judge of the World. 
Theſe (hes were proved upon him at the Af- 
ſizes held at Lancaſter, the 18th of March, 165 2. 
Tt was likewiſe witneſſed agaiuſt 7ame, Naylor, 
that he affirmed, that he was as holy, juſt and 
good as God himſelf, Theſe, and ſuch like 180 
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ſtrous Blaſphemies, occaſioned a Petition from 
the Gentlemen of that County, to the then Coun- 
cil of State; of which I ſhall give you an Ab- 
ſtract as follows; To the right honourable the 
© Council of State. The humble Petition of 
* ſeveral Gentlemen, Juſtices of Peace, Mini- 
© ſters of the Goſpel, and People within the 
County of Lancaſter, whoſe Names are {ubſcri- 
© bed, ſheweth, That George Fox, and James Nay- 
* lor, are Perſons diſaffected to Religion, — and 
that ſince their coming into this County, have 
© broached Opinions, tending to the Deſtruttion 


© of the Relation of Subjects to their Magiſtrates, 


Wives to their Husbands, Children to their Pa- 
© rents, Servants to their Maſters, Congregations 
© to their Miniſters, and of People to their God: 


and havedrawn much People after them; man 


© whereof, (Men, Women, and little Children) at 
their Meetings are ſtrangely wrought upon in 
* their Bodies, and brought to fall, foam at the 
Mouth, roar, and ſwell in their Bellies; and that 
© ſome of them affirm themſelves to be equal 
* with God, Sc. May it therefore pleaſe your 
* Honours, &.“ You may ſee the Hiſtory of the 
Duakers at large, in the above-mentioned Book, 
Satan transformed into an Angel of Light ; where 
you will meet with Things really aſtomſhing, 
It is there ſaid, in Page 75, of a new Sort of Qua- 
kers, that reſided moſtly at Long · Iſlaud, and the 
Eaſt-Ferſeys, that they not only ſing, but dance 
in their public Meetings, and ſome bring Fiddles 
for that Purpoſe. And thoſe who have ſeen them, 
told me, that even the old Women do friſk with 


that Vigour, that they muſt have ſome other help 
beſides 
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beſides their own; for they dance, as well as pray 
by the Spirit. Aud they can defend themſelves 
as well by David's dancing before the Ark, as the o- 
ther Duakers for their 8 quaking and 


ſhaking, from Habakkuk's Lips quivering. The 


Head of theſe new Puakers was T homas Caſe : He 
preached in a Surplice, upon the Bridge at New- 
York, and aſſerted that he was come to Perfection, 
and covld fin no more than Chriſt ; becauſe that 
whatever he ſaid or did, was by the ſame Spirit 
4x7 Chriſt had. But I refer you to the Book 
itſelf. 

Neither has Næeu-Enugland been without Inſtan- 
ces of this ſame Spirit of Deluſion. The reve- 
rend, pious and learned Dr. Cotton Mather, in his 
Magnalia Chrifti Americana, has preſerved the 
Memory of ſome that are very remarkable. 

The firſt is that of a Gentlewoman, who, at her 
coming out of Lincoluſhire, in England, unto 
New-England, upon Pretence of Religion, was 
well reſpe&ed among the Profeſſors of this Reli- 
gion, (viz. the Familiſts) and this the more, be- 
cauſe at the Meeting of the Women, which uſed 
to be called C ipings, it was her Manner to carry 
on very pious Diſcourſes, and ſo put the Neigh- 
bourhood upon examining their ſpiritual Eſtates : 
She Set up weekly Meetings at her Houſe, where 
to threeſcore or fourſcore People would reſort, that 
they might hear the Sermons of Mr. Cotton re- 
peated; but in ſuch a Sort, that after the Repe- 
tition, ſhe would make her explicatory and ap- 
plicatory Declamations, wherein what ſhe con- 
firmed of the Sermons muſt be canonical, but 
but what ſhe omitted all Aporrypha. ; 
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It was not long before *twas found, that moſt of 
the Errors, then crawling like Vipers about the 
Country, were hatched at theſe Meetings; where 
this notable Woman, who called herſelf another 
Priſcilla, to inftruc others more perfeMy, did 
Tet herſelf moſt perfectly to confound all the In- 
tereſts of Chriſtianity with damnable Doctrines, 
which maintained our perſonal Union with the 
Spirit of God, and the ſetting up immediate Re- 
velation about future Events, to be believed as 
equally infallible with the Scriptures: And it was 
wonderful to ſee with what a ſpeedy and ſpread. 
ing Faſcination theſe Doctrines did bewitch the 
Minds of People, which one would not have 
imagined capable of being ſo beſotted. 

At laſt, it was proved, that more than a Score 
of Antinomian and Familiſtical Errors had been held 
forth by her. — The Admonitions of the Church 
were given her; and after many Endeavonrs of 
Mr. Cotton to convince her, ſhe did ſeem to be con- 
vinced of her many erroneous Ways, both in Judg- 
ment and Practice; herewithall preſenting under 
her own Hand, before the whole Church of Boſton, 
yea, before many Churches then aſſembled at the 
Lecture in Boſton, a Recantation of them. Ne- 
vertheleis, der ſuch an Infatuation of Pride ſhe 
was, that while the Church was debating about 
this Recantation, ſhe did with a ſtrange Confi- 
dence and Impudence aſlert, that ſhe never was 
really of any Opinion contrary to the Declara- 
tion ſhe had now made, however, ſome of her 
Exprethons had been miſconſtrued ; whereupon 
many Witneſſes aroſe which demonſtrated her 
guilty of groſs Lying in that —— 
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with the full Conſent of the Church, the Sen- 
tence of Excommunication was paſſed upon her. 
But the Seditions raiſed in the Country by Means 
of this Virago, procured the Animadverſions of 
the Court, as well as the Church upon her ; be- 
fore which, being brought, ſhe made a canting 
Harangue about her immediate Revelations ; con- 
cluding her Speech with theſe Words, I wil give 
you one Place more which the Lord brought to me by 
immediate Revelation; and that doth concern you 
all; it is in Dan, vi When the Preſidents and 
Princes could find nothing againſt him, becauſe 
he was faithful, they ſought Matter againſt him 
concerning the Law of his God, to caſt him into 
the Lions Den. So it was revealed to me, that 
they ſhould plot againſt me; but the Lord bid 
© me not fear, for he that delivered Daniel, and 
© the three Children, his Hand was not ſhortned. 
© And ſee this Scripture, this Day fulfilled in mine 
* Eyes; therefore take heed what you go about to 
©do unto me; for you have no Power over my 
Body, neither can you doe me any Harm; for 
] am in the Hands of the eternal Jehovah, my 
© Saviour ; I am at his Appointment ; the Bounds 
© of my Habitation are caſt in Heaven, I fear 


© none but the great Fehovah, who hath foretold 


me of theſe Things; and I do verily believe 
© that he will deliver me, and this by Miracle, 
out of your Hands. Therefore take heed how 
© you proceed againſt me; for I know that for 
© this you go about to do to me, God will ruin 
you, and your Poſterity, and this whole State; 
—— But the Court put an End to her vapouring 
Talk, and finding no Hope of relcaiming her from 


her 
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her ſcandalous, dangerous, and enchanting Extra- 
vagancies, ordered her to depart out ot the Colony“. 
The ſecond I ſhall mention from the Doctor, 
you may find in Book ſeventh, Page 25th of the 
Magnalia, where, he ſays: It was no rare Thing 
for the old Set of Puakers to proſelyte People 
merely by ſtroaking or by breathing on them ; 
they had no ſooner uſed ſome ſuch Action to- 
wards ſuch as they had a Deſign upon, but the be- 
witched People would behave themſelves juſt as 
if a Philtre had been given them, and would fol- 
low their Converters in every Thing, without be- 
ing able to render any Reaſon for it. And there 
is even at this Day, a Crew of Pnakers, called 
Caſess Crew, the Diſciples of one Jom Caſe, who 
have been ſo troubleſome and vexatious, even to 
the other Quakers themſelves, that they have de- 
nied theſe : — It is well known, that ſome of 
thoſe whom this Villain had led Captive at his 
Will, were ſo much under his Influence, that if 
upon their coming where he was, he faſtned his 
Eye upon them, they would preſently tremble, 
and ſtagger, and fall, and foam like epileptical 
Perſons, and row] about upon the Ground, until 
they had rowled themſelves unto his Feet, where 
he did what he pleaſed to them. I am well ac- 
quainted with one very devout Gentleman, who 
aſſured me, that he was himſelf thus Epileptical, 
as often as this Elymas would pleaſe, with his 
faſcinating Eye, to make him ſo, but never any 
ſuch Way affected before or atter, or upon any o- 


ther Occaſion. It is well known, that this Vil- 


lain pretending to ſhow a Miracle, did but look 
L upon 
* Magnalia, Book 7th, Pege 18, 19. 
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upon a mad Bull, — that would approach no 
Man, except it were to miſchief him, and this 
Bull would come tamely, gently, ſtrangely to 
him, and- lick his Hands like a Spaniel. Never- 
theleſs, when this Coxcomb once attempted the 
Miracle of a Reſurrection upon a dead Friend, 
the Friend, it ſeems, was not in a Diſpoſition to 
riſe upon his calling him. | 
Another Inſtance is in the ſame Page with the 
laſt mentioned, and is as follows * About the 
Beginning of November 1681, a Man whole 
Name was Denham, with two Women (all be- 
longing to Caſe's Crew) went to Southold up- 
on Long Iſland, where they met with one Sa- 
muel Banks of Fairfield, the moſt blaſphemous 
Wretch in the World. Theſe joining together 
with ſome others of their Bran at Southold, 
went into the Company of one T homas Harris, 
a young Merchant of Boſton, who had before 
this been a little inclining to the Quakers ; and 
they fell to dancing and ſinging after their Devr 
Iſh Manner about him. After ſome Time, 
T homas Harris fell to dancing and ſinging like 
them, and ſpeaking of extraordinary Raptures, 
and calling thoſe Devils, that were not of this 
Religion, and a perfect Imitation of all their 
Deviliſm. When he had ſhown theſe Tokens of 
Converſion, as they accounted it, they ſolemn- 
ly admitted him into their Society, and one of 
them thereupon promiſed him, Henceforward 
thy Tongue el be as the Pen of a ready Writer, 


to declare the Praiſes of our Lord, The young 
Man, who before this was of a compoſed Be- 
haviour, now ran about with an odd Note of 
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* Foy! Foy! Joy! and called them Devils that 
* any-way oppoſed him, and ſaid (more than he 
* intended) T hat his own Father was a Devil. 
The next Inſtance I ſhall give you from the 
Doctor, is in the 26, Pape of the 7th Book. He 
ſays; It was much about this Time ( viz. the 
© Year 1681. ) that one Jonathan Dunen, of Caſe's 
Crew, drew away the Wife of a Man to Mar ſb. 
* field in Piymouth- Colony, to follow him, and one 
* Mary Roſs falling into their Company, pre- 
* ſently was poſſeſſed with as frantick a Dæmon 
as ever was heard of; ſhe burnt her Cloaths ; 
ſhe ſaid that ſhe was Chri/t ; ſhe gave Names 
to the Gang with her, as Apoſtles, calling one 
Peter, another T homas ; ſhe declared that ſhe 
would be dead for three Days, and then riſe a- 
gain, and accordingly ſhe ſeemed then to die. 
Dunen then gave out, that they ſhould ſee glo- 
rious Things when ſhe roſe again; but what ſhe 
then did was thus: That upon her Order Dunen 
ſacrificed a Dog. The Men and the two Women 
then danced naked together; for which. when 
the Conſtable carried them to the Magiſtrates, 
Roſs uttered ſtupendous Blaſphemies, but Du- 
nen lay for dead an Hour on the Floor, ſaying, 
when he came to himſelf, that Ro bid him, 
and he could not reſiſt.” 
The laſt Inſtance is in the 35, Page of the 7. 
Book, where ſays the Doctor, Faſcination is ne- 
ver more notoriouſly ſenſible, than in Men's 
8 _—_— after falſe T eachers of Religion. When 
* falſe Teachers impoſed on the Galatians, the 
* Apoſtie ſaid, O fooliſh Galatians, who hath be- 
* witched you One cannot eaſily aſcribe unto 
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a truer Cauſe, than a Satanic Tnergy, the 
ſtrange Biaſs upon the Minds of a Multitude, 
forcibly and furiouſly ſometimes carrying them 
into Follies, from whence the plaineſt Reaſon 
in the World will not reclaim them. What but 
ſuch an Energy could be upon the Minds of 
many People in Boſton, after the Arrival of one 
that went by the Name of Samuel May, about 
the Beginning of Zuly 1699, The wonderful 
Suceſs of Mahomet upon a World, where Chri- 
ſtianity was to another Degree loſt than it is 
yet in Boſton, was no longer a Wonder unto us, 
when we ſaw the Succeſs of May in a Place of 
ſo Chriſtian a Character as Boſton, It was all 
over pure Enchantment /—$9 ſilly and ſhallow 
a Perſon he was, that it was impoſſible for a- 
ny (but ſuch) to be many Minutes in his 
Company without being ſenſible of it. The firſt 
Thing that made ſome to ſuſpe& him, was his 
uſing to lift up his Eyes and Hands, with 
Strains of Devotion uſed by none others in the 
Aſſembly, aftex he had firſt looked about toſee 


who looked updn him. Numberleſs Marks of 


a Cheat were daily more and more diſcovered 
in him; nevertheleſs, he was able to imitate 
a plauſible Utterance and Action, and ſeemed 
ſo zealouſly ſet upon inviting Men to Chriſt, 
that after Sermon' was over, he would make 
another Speech to put them in Mind of it. A- 
bundance of the People became ſo fiercely ſet 
for him, that they poured out a Thouſand Ex- 
preſſions of Rage upon the faithful Paſtors of 
the Town, that thought not ſuch an literate 
Creature (who by his own Confeſſion, had ne- 
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ver been one Year under any Education ) wor- 


thy to be ſet up in the publick Pulpits. Tho 


the bigger and wiſer Part of the Town were not 
ſeized with this Bigotry, yeta Multitude became 
ſo furious, that making it their Buſineſs to ſo- 
licite all ſorts of Perſons to go a Maying with 
them, if any refuſed, they could hardly e- 
ſcape ſome Reproach for it.— Tho' he were 
detected in ſeveral Crimes, as—preaching o- 
len Sermons, wherein he could not produce one 
material Inſtance of his own; and horrid H- 
iug in very repeated Inſtances : Yet his Follow- 
ers would go on, making ridiculous Apologies 
for him, and malicious Invectives againſt any 
that would not yet believe him an eminent Saint, 
Yea, they began to throw Libels into the Hou- 
ſes of the Miniſters, the moſt inſolent that ever 
I ſaw,—It was an undeſerv'd, an aſtoniſhing, a 
very memorable Mercy of God unto the Town, 
that this Man was now kept from venting any 
Hereſies among a People, that made themſelves 
to become ſuch Jinder for any Sparks that he 
might ſtrike into them. And yet it was another 
Mercy as great as this, that the Toung M omen 
in the Town were not betrayed and debauched 
into fearful Whoredoms: For at Length, Wit- 
neſſes, good, virtuous, credible Witneſſes ap- 
peared, that ſhewed him to have been as dan- 
gerous a Devil, as the poor Young Yomen could 
have met withal; when by a certain Reverence 
for him, as a Miniſter, they were prepared for 
his vile Solicitations, He perceived theſe 


Things beginning to break out, and away he 


* flew; none of the Endeavours uſed by his Ad- 


mirers, 
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© mirers, to make him ſtay, could ſtop him. 
© The Paſtures of the Churches had before made 
this Reflection, that after Men of the moſt un- 
ſpotted Piety have ſpent whole Prentice-ſhips 


bol Years in the faithful, watchful, painful Ser- 


© vice of the Churches, and have ſerved them Day 
and Night with Prayers, with Tears, with Faſt- 
* ings, with their moſt ſtudied Sermons and Writ- 
< 1ngs, and have never ſuch a Reputation with 
* the Churches in Countrys afar off; yet if any 
* Wolf in Sheeps Cloathing do come with a few 
good Words among them, the ſimple Souls of 
many will not only follow the Wolf, but, on 
* his Account, bark at the Shepherds. But 
the People had now this Reflection to make, 
* that ſince they had ſinfully lighted their moſt 
£ ſerviceable Paſtors, who never craved after the 
* Riches of this World, they ſhould, by the juſt 
Judgment of God, be left unto ſuch an Infatua- 
< tion, as to enrich a craving Beggar with man 
© Pounds of their Subſtance; which beggarly 
Stranger immediately applied himſelf to teach 
them, that Formcation and Adultery is no Sin, 
and to watch Opportunities of making them like 
* himſelf, the Children of the Devil. Repent, O 
* infatuated People; repent of what you have 
* done! 

I ſhall finiſh my Extracts from the Doctor, with 
a Quotation of his, from an excellent Mriter 2 
on Divine Providence, in the 103d Page of the 
7. Book of the Magnalia. Says he, Watch a- 
* againſt an unmortified Ich after excentrical or 
extraordinary Diſpenſations of Providence. Lu- 
* ther ſaid, the Martyrs, without the . 
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of Angels, being confirmed by the Word of God 
alone, died for the Name Chriſt ; and wh 

* ſhould not we acquieſce? And he obſervet 
* how the Devil hath greatly deluded Parties, 
* who have been gaping after Viſions And with 
another immediately following; fays he, Nor 
© will it be unprofitable to recite the Words of 
another Author, viz. Evil Angels do now ap- 
pear more often than good Ones. Tis an unwar- 
rantable and a very dangerous Thing for Men 
to wiſh that they might ſee Angels, and con- 
verſe with them. Some have done fo, and God 
hath been provoked with them for their Curio- 
ſity and Preſumption, and hath permitted De- 
vils to come unto them, whereby they have 
© been deceived and undone.” 

I might have given you a much larger Account 
of this Spirit, in the Viſions, Revelations, Exta- 
ſes, Trances, and Iuſpirations, it has pretended 
to. have paſt over at leaſt an hundred Inſtan- 
ces, and theſe too, of Perſons making a Shew of 
great Piety and Devotion, as well as extraordina- 
ry Sanctity of Life ;. And this I have done, be- 
cauſe I would not be too tedious. 

Would I now cloſe this long Epiſtle, in Words 
pertinent to the general Deſign of it, and very 
agreeably expreſt, I could not do it better, than 
in the Words of the Reverend Dr. Edmund Cala- 
my. Having given an Enumeration of Inſtances 
of an enthuſiaſtic Spirit, he concludes thus; “ 
* Theſe Paſſages being conſidereed, we need not 
much wonder at any Sayingsor Doings of thoſe, 
* who now ſet up for Prophets among us. It is 

an 
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© an eaſy Thing to obſerve, that ſuch as have been 
* acted by a Spirit of Enthuſiaſm, from one Age to 
* another, have 1n ſeveral Things agreed moſt 


* wonderfully. All are {till for inyeighing a- 
© painſt ſuch, as have gone before them, and for 


© pouring Contempt on the flandins Miniſtry in 


© the Church, and thoſe that officiate in it. Go 
© to argue with them, and they will ſtop your 
Mouth with a plain Revelation from Heaven; 
and they expect their Affirmation ſhould he cre- 
© dited without Proof. They all groſly miſinter- 
© pret the Scriptures, and apply the whole of them 
to thoſe Notions, of which they are ſo hugely 
* fond; and fancy they meet with them, where- 
© yer they caſt their Eye, between Geneſis and 
the Revelation, All are apt to lay more Streſs 
* on the Things they faſten on, than on much 
greater Matters, We may obſerve in all of 
them, a Want of due Search and Inquiry into 
the Grounds on which they admit their Sugge- 


»© ftions to be divine and from God; and a Readi- 


* nefs to find Evaſions, when the Event has con- 
* fated their Predictions, or when any Thing is 

urged that tends to convince ; much ſpiritual 
Pride, covered with a Pretence of more than 
© ordinary Humility; great Tgnorance and thick 
* Darkneſs in the Midſt of their higheſt Flights; 
and a greater Dependance on their own Whim- 
* fies, than on the ſacred Oracles themſelves. 
And it we cannot from ſuch inſtances as theſe 
produced, learn, not to make Light of a Pre- 
© tence to immediate Inſpiration, which, tho' it 
begins low, often iſſues ſo tragically; if we don't 
learn to be afraid of any Thing that borders up- 
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© on Enthuſiaſm, either in ourſelves or others; we 
© ſhew, that we are not to be inſtrufted by the 
Experience of other Men, but are of the Num- 
© ber of thoſe, that can only be taught by teeling 
© the Danger of making Diviſions in Religion, and 
© of taking the Spirit of Error and Deluſion for 
© the Spirit of Truth and Soberneſs, 

I truſt you will ſhow the within Papers to our 
good Friend P t. I would not have you 


Sive any elſe the reading of them, without his 


Advice: And whatever you tv:5 ſhall concur 
in, I ſhall be ſatisfied with, tho* you ſhould 


make them ever ſo Public: Tho', if you ſhould 
entertain ſuch a Thought as that, you need not 


mention my Name, I am content to lie in Ob- 


ſcurity.— What I aimed at was to gratify you. 
If it is thought, others alſo may be profited, 
as well as gratified, act your Pleaſure, 


I am with great Reſpect, 
Yours, &c. 
New-Haven, Jan. 
10. 1741,2. 
To Mr. „in Boſton, 
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Select SERMONS, on the following Subjects. 
The Love of GOD, the Lave of our Neigh- 
* bour, of Falſe Swearing, of Swearing, of obſer- 
* v1ng the Sabbath, of Chaftity, of Drunkenneſs.“ 
Three Sermons on Death ; and a Sermon at the 
Funeral of the Honourable Rog;ERT BoyLE, b 
Gilbert Burnet, D. D. fametime Profeffor of Divi- 
_ in the Univerſity of Glaſgow; and afterwards 
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| In the Preſs, and 8 will be publiſhed 
the following Treat iſes, A Diſcourſe on the 
Nature of true Religion“, by Sir MAT TREW 
HALE, Lord chief Juſtice of England. 

« An impartial Trial of the Spirit operating 
“ in this Part of the World; by comparing the 
Nature, Effects, and Evidences of the preſent 
* {yppoſed Converſion, with the Word of GOD”, 
A SERMON preached at New-Londonderry, Octo- 
ber 14th, 1741. On 1 JoRN, iv. 1. 

* The confirming Work of Religion: Or, its 
great Things made plain, by their primary 
« Evidences and Demonſtrations ; whereby the 
© meaneſt in the Church, may ſoon be made able 
* to render a rational Account of their Faith.“ 
Written by Robert Fleming, Miniſter of the Goſpel 
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